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F T is well known by numbers yet living, in how deplor- 
A able a ſtate true religion was in the beginnirg of this 
Century, the very form of godlinefs was forgotten among 
all deſcriptions of mankind, both teachers and ſuch as 
were taught; they lived without God and without hope 
in the world, ſeeking death in the error of their way, and 
none caring fer their ſouls. If there were a few, as there 
has been a ſecd in all ages, that had real piety, they were _ 
as lights put under a buſhel, fo that few ſaw their light; 
it did not / ſhine before men as to induce others to glo- 
5 rify their Father who is in heaven; ſo that they were in 
ſome meaſure like ſalt which has no ſavour; therefore 
their neighbours ſtill lay in darkneſs and in the ſhadow 
of death, being bound in miſery, wretchedneſs and ruin. 
In the midſt of this dark and general Apoſtaſy, God , 
in infinite pity was pleaſed to raiſe up ſome faithful wit 
neſſes to ſhew poor ſinners their tranſgreſſions, and the 
{ F mation in general their fins some of theſe had, in every s 
ſenſe of the word, a liberal education, being trained up in 
the moſt celebrated ſeminaries in the world. Others had 5 
no o higher advantages than that of a private education, 


Az . and 


(4) 


and others none at all except what they acquired by hard 
and cloſe ſtudy. But God put his ſpirit upon them, or- 


dained and ſent them into the highways and hedges, and 


by them gathered in many precious ſouls. In doing this 
they met with much oppoſition from all ſorts of mankind. 
Often were they ill treated; and ſome might be ſaid to 


die martyrs in conſequence of the ill vſage which they 


met; that is, their days were ſhortened by the hurts and 


hardſhips which they velvet in this e but bleſſed 
: work. N 


In many places the ſouls that were e pathered ir in vie ; 


for private inſtruction, as well as public preaching, and 
for that end were formed into Societies; they alſo wiſhed 
to have every ordinance adminiſtered. to them by thoſe 
whom God ſent to call them out of darkneſs and miſery, 7 
and in ſome places it was granted them very early, eſpeci- 
5 ally i in London, where they have been favoured with 
Service at the moſt convenient hours, and alſo the Lord's 
Supper, and that conſtantly. As many places in the 
Country have as much need of both theſe favours as the 
people in London, they have long ſolicited it, and when- 
ever they could ſhew ſufficient reaſons for their e it 
has been granted. | 


As Calls of this Sort Aaily e from the good al- 


: * done thereby, the warm Churchmen ſeem much 
alarmed, and have raiſed a mighty Stir in the nation, 
more eſpecially ſince the deceaſe of Mr. Weſley, the 
leading Inſtrument of the great work which God has 
wrought for Fifty Years paſt in theſe kingdoms. One 


might imagine that we were without the Bible, or that 


e of Conſcience were at an end. It would not be 
amiſs A 
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amiſs therefore to e enquire What ther che people who IA 
the. privileges of Englihmen have either Scripture. or 
reaſon, or the Laws of their Country on their ſide, 
From the beginniag we have had the whole world againſt 
| us, We have been ſtoned, pulled down, dragged through 
+ the ſtree 87 put into ponds, priſons, fled for our lives; 
| often in hunger, cold, wearineſs and pain; and, now 
when we might have expected a little eaſe, eſpecially 
UI thoſe: among us who have wore out the prime of our days, 
and find our ſtrength beginning to fall, it ſeems as if we 
had all to begin again, and our foes are become the men 
of our own houſehold: What have we done to merit. 
4 fuch an outery? Why, we don't go to Church; we 
| preach i in Church hours, and we baptize children; yea, 
and We adminiſter the Lord's Supper, and great numbers | 
of the people come to hear us at theſe hours, and have 
| their children baptized, and alſo come. to receive the. 
Lord's Supper with us. Theſe are our high crimes and 
miſdemeanours, and for Which we are threatenzd even 
with death itſelf; and againſt whom law has deen enquir- 5 
ed into, and every engine ſet to work as | though. we were 
: the vileſt monſters upon earth. 


8 
2 » = — 3 


9 


1. Purpoſe in the following tract, 


F. Is, to conſider ſome d in be of tals 
| wh wiſh to aſſert their privileges, and avail danke 
of the liberty: of-their- Country. - ban 
Seco DLY, to anſwer ſome 3 
2 TumnDLy, to make ſome remarks | en a wameleſ 
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ed in che Arminian Magazine for May and Tate 1 1790. s 


' Las1Ly, a ſhort and affectionate Addreſs to my _ 


eftcemed Brethren in the Mmiſtry. 


I begin then with ſome reaſons why our Brethren « can- 


not join with the eſtabliſhed Church. 


It may not be amiſs juſt to premiſe, that if any WR 


occurs in the following pages which may ſeem to bear 


hard upon the eſtabliſhed clergy reſpecting either life or 


doctrine, or the hierarchy of the Church, it is extorted 
ia our juſt defence, or I ſhould have quietly paſſed them 
by, and left them juſt as I found them; although I have 


not ſaid a tenth part of what might be ſaid, or even 


what the Bible ſays, and what they will find an awful and 
incenſed Deity will ſpeak when he calls them to give an 


account of their Stewardſhip.— All my intention is, to 


mew that we have very ſufficient reaſon for taking the 
 tteps which we have, and that we are tofficiently” Ware 
ranted from the oracles of God. | 
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FIRST. 


FANY of them who were e brought up i in that Com- | 5 
munity never found it profitable unto them, I hey 4 


Hived as the generality do, who are in that connexion, 
without Gon, and without hope in the world, that is, in 


open rebellion, in drunkenreſs, in prophaniiy, and in the 


finſul pleaſures of the age. In ſhort, they were in the 
fleſh, and could not pleaſe Gap. In this ate they went 
on, thronging the downward road, ſeeking death in the; 
3 error of their Way, living in an ware zergte ſtate, bar 


ENTS: 
ing the earnal mind which is enmity againſt Gop, which 
| is not ſubject to the law of Go, neither indeed can be, 
Ana if ſome fewof them did not go to the ſame ex- 
cCce'eſſes of riot, yet they were contented in having a form 
of godlineſs, while ſtrangers to the power, In this ſtate 
of carnality, and enmity, they went an, haſting to ever- 
laſting deſtruction, till it pleaſed Gop to bring them to 
hear the pure goſpel preached with power; they then 
ſaw the danger they were in, and thoſe about them 
they cried for mercy to the Gop of mercy; they con- 
| feſſed and forſook their fins, and found that mercy which 
' firſt found them. But in their diſtreſs they found ng 
help in or from the Church, neither from miniſters; 
8 nor people; nay, on the other hand, they were perſe · 
ageuted, and laughed to ſcom; and the truth, as it is in 
5 8 Jeſus, was ridiculed, and thoſe who ſincerely preached it, 
ſo that they met with nothing but ill treatment, either 
from clergy or laity. Often times the ſermons of the for- 
mer were full of railing accuſations, or notorious. falſe- 
| hoods, contrary both to ſcripture and ſound experience, 
ſo that inſtead of finding their ſouls edified,” they fre- 
3 quently returned with their minds burthened and pained, 
„ in that the bread of life was withheld from them, ſo that. | 
L they were ſtarved, torn and wounded, none caring for 
them. Finding they were ſpendiog their money for that 
which was not bread, and their labour fer that Which 25 
did not ſatisfy, they ſav clearly that it was their doty 
to attend the miniſtry of thoſe whom the Lord had own-, _—_ 
ed and bleſſed to their ſouls, the ſeals of whoſe miſſion . s 
: they were; and in this they think themſelves ſufficiently, 1 
aut} orized from the ward of Gd. They think they] 
7911440 have 
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have gone dog enough to the broken Gittern Which can 
hold no water; they found it a dead miniſtry, and t * 
i teachers f in general phyſicians of no value. 


2. The eſtabliſhed Church is a part of the fate, a 


| pat of the civil government, and is made an engine 
| thereunto; this is quite contrary to the life and maxims 


of our great Lord and Maſter.” He declined the e office 


of either king or govetnor in worldly matters. Wen 


ke knew that they would come and take him by force, 
to make him a King, he withdrew and hid himſelf, diſ- 
claiming the power and policy) of this world, his king- 


dom not being of his: world; and therefore deſtitute of 
the craft, ſubtlety N ae which the kingdoms of | 
this world are ſupported, oo I 
Now a church e is branch of a bl. 
17 kingdom, and admits i into its compoſition, the differ- 
ent oppreſſions, intrigues and policies, cruelties and ex- 
actions, which cannot belong to him whoſe kingdom is 
Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. © But 
then the Church of England, as eſtabliſhed by law, 3 is of 
this caſt, a motley mixture of an outward Court Worſhip 
with the State; fo that no law can paſs without the con- 
currence of the Lords ſpiritual; and as theſe ſpiritual - 
Lords are made fuch by the Court, it is but reaſonable 
that they ſhou'd be obedient to their Creators: Mean- 
While preachir.g th: *goipel, labouripg in the word and 
doctrine, feeding the flock of God, which he has pur- 
chaſed with his own blood, are eircumſtauces which are | 
| Httle attended to, or rather not at all; half the year is 
ſpent i in giving their aſſent or withholding it, to Acts of 
Pls and the other balf in prompted luxury. Such 3 
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69 
i cannot be the fathers of the church of Chriſt; therefore 
ſuch a worldly ſanctuary cannot be the and of 
our Saviour. 


Mr. Charles Weſley a very pertinentl opon this 
be. Note the following lines. 8 


2 — — 


«© Inventions added in a fatal hour, 
Human appendages of pomp and power, 
« Whatever ſhines in outward grandeur great, 
% I give it up----a creature of the State, 
% Wide of the Church, as hell from heav'n is wide, | 
4% The blaze of riches, and the glare of pride, 
The yain deſire to be entitled Lord, 
| «© The worldly kingdom, and the princely ſword, 
35 % But ſhould the bold uſurping ſpirit dare 
| 268 Still higher climb, and fit in Mofes' chair, 
% Power o'er my faith and conſcience to maintain, 
 « Shall I ſubmit, and ſuffer it to reign ? 
* Call it She Church, and darkneſs put for light, 
* * Falſhood with truth confound, and wrong with right? 
| | % No: I diſpute the evil's haughty claim, | 
« The ſpirit of the world be {till its name, 
«© Whatever call'd by man 'tis purely evil, 
255 *Tis Babel, Antichriſt, and Pope and Devil, — 


3. The generality of the miniſters are ſuch as God's 3 
[word forbids us to join with; they neither live nor preach | 
the goſpel; they are for the moſt part ſuch as live in 
_ pleaſure and diſſipation, in avarice and luxury, and in all 
the faſhionable follies of the age. The miniſters which : 
our Lord approves of are ſuch as are inſtructed in the 
| Kingdom of God; and ſuch an one is like a wiſe houſ- 
holder bringing out of his treaſure things new and old, 
They muſt “ Study to ſhew themſelves approved of 
< Gon, workmen that need not be aſhamed, rightly | 
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” RR Ses the Rev. Charle 2 4 Eri. to the Rev. Jobs 5 
<; Wig page 3. 


ES 
„ dividing the word of truth; The Miniſter of the 


_ Goſpel muſt be blamele/s, wigilant, prudent, of good be- 


hawiour, hoſpitable, apt to teach. Not given to wine, 26 


Arier, not defirous of filthy lucre, but gentle, patient, not 
loving money; ruling bis own houſe well, having bis child- 
ren in ſuljection with all gravity. Not a novice, left being 
| lifted up cuith pride he fall into the condemnation of the 
_ devil, His outward conduct muſt be ſuch that he muſt 
| have a good report, ſo that there may be no juſt cauſe 
of reproach. But is this the character which the gene- 
ral part of the miniſters of the Church ſuſtain? Are they 
free from the vices forbidden. by the Apoſtle? No: their 
conduct manifeſts the contrary. Is there a horſe-race 
or a play acted, in any part of the land, where you will 


not find ſome of the clergy? Are not many of them living 


in open fins? Will they not curſe and ſwear, he and get 

drunk? Can theſe be the miniſters of Jeſus? Are theſe 5 

| the men whom he calls the light of the world, and the 
ſalt of the earth? Are theſe followers of Chriſt; ſuch as 
are inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; ſuch as will not 
count their lives dear unto themſelves, ſo tha: they may 

| finiſh their courſe with joy? To ſay that there are ſome | 

ofa different character is ſaying nothing to the purpoſe. | 


The number is but ſmall, or we ſhould hear or ſee ſome- 


thing of them. And why do not thoſe excellent ones 
openly teſtify againſt ſuch, as the ſervants of Gop did 
againſt the falſe prophets in the days of old? What fel- 
low ſhip can righteouſneſs have with unrighteouſneſs? 


St. Paul writes, that, if any one who is named a brother 


: 2 Tim. 11. 15. + \ 1 Tim. iii. 2——7. 


En 


be a leu d perſon, or covetuous, or an idolator, or railer, 


or drunkard, or rapacious, not to converſe with ſuch an 


one, no not eat with him.“ I think a direction cannot be 


plainer, and as ſuch it ought to be complied with, Are 


the great doctrines of the goſpel, in the general, preach- 
_ ed in the Church? I think few will be fo hardy as to 
affirm it. I grant a ſermon may now and then have a 
few ſentences which may border upon the truth, and the 


very ſame things contxadicted even in the very ſame ſer- 
mon, and often entirely gainſaid in another; fo that it 
appears to be gueſs work throughout the whole. But will 


any man call that preaching the goſpel? Should any 


of us chuſe a phy fician, if he was no better killed in his 
| profeſſion than ſuch divines are? Would we intruſt our 
lives and health into ſuch hands? Or ſhould a lawyer be 


no better acquainted with the laws and conſtitutions of 
his country, chan ſuch divines are with the Seriptures 


and ſound experience, we ſhould not freely venture a 


cauſe into their hands in which our ſole property depend- 


ed. I apprehend, in preaching the goſpel, our diſeaſe 
ſhould be clearly deſcribed, and our only remedy fairly 


delineated, and the manner ol its application; theſe ſnould 
be ſtanding topics, and never kept out of fight. Beſides 


theſe great, general, and noble truths, involve in them 


a variety of other things relative to the life of a chriſtian, 


and which no one can properly attend unto, but ſuch as 


have ſome experience of the ſame. The joys and ſor- 


rows, hopes and fears, elevations and dejections, tempta- 


: tions and dificulties of a chriſtian are ſuch as a ſtranger 
| | inteuncddlech. 
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intermeddleth not with; and can that man guide my 
ſoul, who is a ſtranger to all things belonging to the chriſ- 
tian warfare? The natural man, let his calling be what it 


will, cannot receive the things of the Spirit, they are fol- 


iſponęſo to him, nor can he know them becauſe they are ſpi- 


ritually diſcerned; that is, only known by the Spirit which 
the natural man hath not received. Now can any one of 


common ſenſe think that Gop has called any man to aſpi- | 


ritual work who has not the Spirit, He may harangue upon 


doctrines, politics, ceremonies, forms and modes, though 
he has not the Spirit; but ſtill he is no miniſter of Chriſt, 
no true ſhepherd, not one who will naturally care for the 
flock And be it obſerved, no civil power on earth is to 
chuſe the officers of God's houſe; he will chuſe them 
himſelf, and who can ſtay his hands, or ſay, what doeſt 
thou! Therefore when the civil power uſurps that autho- 
rity which Chriſt has not given them, the tools of their 
uſurpation are intruders, and ſuch as prove a curſe and ns 
not a bleſſing to mankind. The apoſtle ſays, if any man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt he is none of his, that is, is 
not a child of Gon; then ſurely if he is not a private 


member of Chriſt, it is not likely that he can be a miniſter _ 


of him. If he is not a child of Gop, a real chriſtian, 
then he is an enemy to God, and an enemy to him who 
died for him upon the croſs. Now no prince in his ſenſes 
Will employ an enemy as an ambaſſador; he will not r2- 
: pofe any confidence in him till he is ſure of his fidelity : 
and can we believe a God of infinite wiſdom will employ 
ſuch as are enemies, and aliens in their minds by wicked 
works, i in a truſt of ſuch importance? Will he intruſt the 
ſacred mylteries of the e to ſuch as will corrupt 


them: ? 


C ig ) 


For that will certainly be the caſe with ſuch as are con- 
demned by the truth as it is in Jeſus. Such men are in 
the fleſh, and cannot pleaſe Gop; their carnal mind is 

5 © _ enmity againſt him, and cannot therefore be either his 
| <hildrenor-miniſters. Now J aſk, by what rule of rea- 
ſon, or by what paſſage of Scripture, am 1 obliged to hear. 
ſuch to countenance their miniſtry and bid them God 


ſpeed? This being the caſe, I ſhall now ſpeak in the 
name of my brethren, we fee no rule either in Scripture, 


| reaſon, or experience, which can oblige us to ſit under a 
dead erroneous miniſtry ; 1 mer e all we 


again& it. 177 74 1 110 


But, perhaps it may de {aid, Ae are eie men 
in the Church, and ſuch as preach the truth, and practice 
tit tao, and therefore where there are ſuch men we ought 
1 bear Wem was obſerved, ſuch miniſters 1 in 585 


oo ae is if we were willing to "wn them we can-" 
not · But we have ſome objections, and we think reaſons: 

7 ble ones, againſt even hearing thoſe when we can be 'fa- 

_ vqured with what we prefer to what they in the general 

preach. Firſt, they are not our fathers; they were not 

dhe jinſtruments in Gop's hands of begetting us to a lively 

hope in Chriſt; their miniſtry did not reach our ſtate; 
= dead i it ound us; and dead it left us. Indeed they did 

| nat, put their lives; 1 in their hands to came after us; wer 

5 mignt haue run to deſtruction for them; thzy did not go 

out into the highways and hedges, the lanes and ſtreets, 
where many of us lay ſcattered, and ignorant as ſavages, 
and ſuch we might have remained for them, ſeeing they: 

reached only where things were made ready for them, 
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vir. a ReQory, Vicarage, Curacy, or LeQurerſhip, Had 

our miniſters done thus, we might have periſhed in our ſins. 1 
But they came forth at the hazard of their lives without 

any proſpect of reward, fave that of doing good; they 
preached in ſtreets and market places; in cottages and h 
_ Priſons, and often got well pelted with clods, or rotten 


eggs; and frequently obliged to put up with very poor 


accommodations, and ſometimes knew not where to lay 
their heads. Theſe were Jabourers, they entered the har- 
veſt with the fickle in their hands, bore the toil and heat 
of the day, and by that means awakened our ſenſual ſleepy 
| ſouls, or we might have periſhed for ever! Now can any 
_ perſuade us to think lightly of theſe men, to whom, under 
God, we owe our all? Or can any one perſuade us to 
contemn their miniſtry, by hearing others when we may 


hear them? Or by receiving the ordinances elſewhere, 
when we can receive them from their hands? No; they 


are our fathers, and we reverence them; they are Gos 


meſſengers, and the glory of Chriſt® ; they are ambaſſa- 


dors for Chriſt, who have beſought us in Chriſt's ſtead to 
de reconciled to God; they are miniſters by whom we 
have believed, and the ſeal of their Apoſtleſhip-are we in 
che Lord, and by their fruits we know them. Therefore 
ve defire to give honour to whom honour is dme. 
4. We deſire our families to hear that ſame goſpel 
cchich we have found to be the power of Gov: unto ſalva- 
tion, and to hear it at a time when it is moſt likely to pro- 
fit them; and what time ſo likely as the Forenoon on the 
Lord's day? There are numbers who cannot attend early 
in Se mint and often i in the evening the children grow 
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| fleepy, and in ſuch a caſe what good will the preaching do 
them? In ſuch circumſtances it is likely to do them harm, ta 

g diſguſt them, and thereby prejudice them againſt it. 
Moreover, ſuppoſe we ſhould take them to ſome other 
place in a forenoon, we will ſay the Church, they will of - 


ten hear the fundamental truths contradicted, and error 
itſelf is very prevalent, and if a plauſable error ſhould affect 


them in ſuch a manner as to fix its pernicious reſidence in 


their minds, ſo as to ſubvert them from the truth, how 


could we excuſe ourſelves. Would a wiſe, knowing parent, 

who loves his children, either put poiſon in their way, or 
| ſuffer it to be mixed in their food? Surely he would nor, 
if he either regarded their lives or their health. Now er- 

ror, deſtructive error, ſoon inſinuates its baneful influence 
into the minds of ſuch as are up- grown, and they are too 


eaſily led away with it, and thereby fall from their ſtedfaſt- 


neſs: and will not Satan be very ready to aſſiſt its operati- 
on upon young minds when they fit under its ſound? And 
will Gop excuſe us, or can we excuſe ourſelves, i in lead- | 
ing them into ſo dangerous a temptation? | 
What numbers in this kingdom have had their 1 
| feelingly touched under the word, and by going to hear 
che truth contradicted, and a broad way to heaven point- 
ed out, faſhionable fins dreſſed up in the robe of innocence, 
and real religion arrayed in a frightful dreſs, have had 
| their convictions laid to ſleep, and their conſciences ſtun- 
ed? and having ſhook off the painful conviction hardened. 
their hearts againſt the truth, and reſolved never to come 
under the ſound of it any more; the hurt has been healed 


lightly, when there has been no true peace in the foul. 


„ Now we walk to rer ourſelves and families from ſuch a 
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even in his laſt ſupper- 
be with him. It has been objected that Judas was pre- 


6 6 


We wiſh them to fit under the pure truth as it is in Jeſus, 
as we know faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 


word of Gop, well knowing it is the truth which will . 
make them free. 


5. There is no order kept i in the Church, no diſcipline 
that is good for any thing. There is no private examina- 
tion either into the principles or lives of ſuch as are called 
Church-men; their is no diſcrimination made concerning 
who are proper communicants, and who are not; no dif- 


tinction made between the clean, and the unclean; an o- 
miſſion only in the Church of England. Some care is 


taken among all others, Whether national or congregatio- 
nal, whether Popiſh, Lutheran, Calvinian, Jew, or Me- 
hometen, they all pay ſome attention to diſcipline, but the 


Church of England has none: all come to there Sacraments 
that will, nor did I ever hear of any being repelled, Ke” 
cept ſome few inſtances where ſome have been refuſed be- 
_ cauſe they were Methodiſts* ; and a happy circumſtance it - 


would have been to the Methodiſts if they had ſerved 7%, 
them all ſo. Now any one who reads. the New Teſta- 


ment with attention, cannot but ſee that great care is 


taken to keep improper perſons from the Lord's Supper}. 
and other church privileges. In this they imitated» the 
practice of our Saviour who preached: publicly to all, but 
ſtill reſerved private matters to his little Society, yea, 
he:only permitted the Twelve to 


ent at thoſe ſeaſons, and our Saviour knew him and what 
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he wae. Judas profeſſed himſelf a diſciple of Chriſt, and 


was therefore an hypocrite; but the evil of Judas's heart 


was not manifeſt but to our Lord who gave him intima- 
tions that he knew it, eſpecially the night in which he be- 


trayed him, and perhaps oftener, as we may judge 
from John vi. 70. Judas did not curſe or ſwear, or get 


drunk, or prophane the ſabbath, at leaſt if he did fo he did 


it privately, fo that all that can be inferred ſrom the caſe 
of Judas is, that there will be hypocrites in the church of 


Gop. But even in the caſe of Judas, it may be a doubt 


if he u as always permitted to be preſeut with our Saviour 
and the other diſciples; it is pretty clear that he was not 
preſent when our Saviour delivered that moſt excellent 


diſcourſe, and made that ſolemn prayer, John xiv. 15, 16, 


17; he was then gone out upon his execrable deſign. 
We find the primitive church exceeding tenacious in that 


matter, not only reſpecking the lives of ſuch as they ad- 


mitted to their privileges, but even their doctrines; ſo that 
if a man held any erroneous opinion he was rejected till le 


abjured it. But all this is ſet aſide in the Church of 


England, not on! y in private perſons, but even in the mini- 
ſters themſelves, inſomuch that they have been known to 
be fo drunken that the could not perform their office. 


Now what fellowſhip can light have with darknef.? 


Or what part can the believer have with the infidel? The 
Supper of the Lord is an ordinance of Communion; that 
is one end of the ! nſtitution; T cup of GHleing, ſays the 
Apoſtle, wvhich we bleſt, ts it not the communion of the blood . 
of Chriſt ? the 8 avhich We break, is it nat the commiu- 
nion of the body of Criſt « ? For ave being nan are one Bread 
| HM one body; for - We are all pertaters of th al one bre ead, 
B 3 8 1 
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So ſpeaks. St. Paul. Bin what kind of comment 1s the 


order of the Church of England upon this paſſage? or 


what kind of analogy is there between them i ? Our Lord 
| ſays, „If thy brother offend. thee, tell him his fault be- 


tween him and thee alone—if he will not hear thee, take 
two or thrae with thee—if. he will not hear them, tell it to 
he Church—if he will-nat hear the Church, let him be to 


' thee as an heathen man, or as a publican.“ I aſk here 
again, is there any meaning in all this? Then what is. 


that meaning? Who, or what is that Church we are to- 
apply to in the caſe of the obſtinate offender? How are we to 


tell the offence unta the Church? Does any thing like 
this diſcipline obtain in the national Church? | 


6. It is a weighty anda juſt. objection to conſider the 15 


long and cruel perſecution which the national Church has. 


been guilty of in theſe kingdoms. From the ninth year, 


of Queen Elizabeth to the year 1688. was that perſecution. 
carried on, ſave the time of the Commonwealth, which. 
was nat twenty years, which drove many to, ſeek refuge 
in America; left, their native land, with every earthly 


comfort, to maintain a good conſcience in. thoſe inhoſpita- 


ble regions, inhabited only by ſayages, leſs ſavage in ſome 
8 reſpects than thoſe which. they. left. behind them, The 

cruel: oppreſſions of: the Star-chamber, and other eccleſiaſ- 
| tical.tyrannies, at length kindled the civil wars in Eng- 
land, and involved the nation ſor. ſe :veral years. in deſolati- 
an and blood, for a. few years there was liberty. of con- 
i ſeionce, and. the pare goſpel was preached, and a check. 
was put upon iniquity: | Rut. many who turned with the. | 
: times, and put. an a. maſk, grew weary. brought. i in an 5 
55 tiandoned Sag and a. ſet of \proſigate wreiches. with the 


kate | 


they and their fami 


(69 ) 


ſtate engine, namely, the hierarchy of the Church; and now 
two thouſand of the beſt miniſters in the world, whoſe 
works praiſe them to this day, were turned, out of their 
ſtations, and. all the priſons in England were filled with 
the moſt excellent people in the nation. Fines, baniſh- 
ment, different corporeal puniſhments, were inflicted ; only 
in England they did not. formally. take away their lives*;. 


although the hardſhips which they endured. I believe 


| e many of their days. 


In Scotland they did not come off ſo well, they were 
handled more roughly. Many were formally put to death,. 


and ſome 1 in a moſt cruel manner, as by the Rack, the 
Boots. : 


8 7 nean their: Bu wes vere not + firmall; taken away at 


that time. But previous to that time ſeveral wore formally. 
_ martyred, as Joan Bocher, and George Van Paris, a. 
Dutchman, through the influence of Cranmer; one in 1549. 
the latter in 155,51. Tia 


John Weelmacker, and E-ndieck, Tepe. July 22. 
'5 75:; all/theſe were burned alive in. Smithfield.. 


Coppii . and Thacker were alſo put to death, in 1 581. 5 
Edwar 


* 


Barrowe Greenwood, and Penry ; in 1 593. 
Bartholomew Legate burnt in 1612. 


LE Gs 4s burnt; at; Lirrhfield; Soni I 15 5 


105. 


n avere "Formally pt por, Marty by. the 2 
| Fakes of England, for no other reaſon but that of differing. 


in certain articles of Faith, No other crimes avere Jo much 


a objected by them. But the numbers, uuhich were mutilated,. 
= auhipped,. pilloried, ff Dut Up, in loathſome priſons, and ruined; n 


ies, the great. day muſt declare, aud all 
by the Church. of England, Let every miniſter in that com- 


£ : unit remember this when, be i ts ſubſcribing, that he is joins. 
. ing. his. band writing in 25 vour 'Y all this hoody Work, . BE 


Campion, Ralph. e *t: Alexanden 
0 Bryant, in 1582, 
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„ 
Boots, faſtened to ſtakes by the ſea ſide, at low water; 
numbers ſhut up in loathſome priſons, men and women to- 


gether, without places of retirement, either for conveni- 
ence, or decency, and thus were in effect ſuffocated to 


death. Others wandered about in rocks, dens, and caves 
of the earth, and were ſhot hike wild beaſts by the licen- 
cious ſoldiery, who were let looſe upon them juſt to do 


what they pleaſed. Others were tortured, not only by 


the Boots“, the Rack, but by thumb-ſcrews, lighted | 
matches between their fingers, and numbers were ſtarved 


to death. By whom did thoſe Worthies ſuffer ? By Ma- 


hometans, Jews, Heathens, Papiſts? Ah no! tell it not 
in Cath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of 4ſelor,—by Pro- 


teſtants! by the Church of England! Ves, and to 
' perpetuate the ſhocking ſcene, and mock the Almighty, 
and inſult common ſenſe and humanity, there is the farce 
of a thankſgiving day kept on the twenty-ninth of May, 
ſor all this horrid cruelty , and the abominable prophanity 
brought into theſe kingdoms, by which drunkenneſs and 
other vices have flowed in with a full tide. Thus the 
Church of England has in her, beſides all other abomina- 
tions, the blood of the ſaints, which they ſned like 
TTT. Th 


7. Ought not every Engliſhman to be fully acquainted = 
with theſe things? If he is not, muſt we not ſay, that '*Þ 


is 


e Boots avere an iron caſe ſufficiently ftrong, drawn 


tight upon the legs, and wedges of iron drove in between the 
legs and the boot, ſo that fleſh and bones avere all cruſhed to- 
gether; and in that herrid torture ſome expired, through dint 


of pain, after lingering a confiderable ti;ae in exquiſite ter- 


ment, 7 


8 Od =. 


5 


is wilfully ignorant, more eſpecially if he is a profeſſor of 
religion. Are we not called to prove all things, and hold 
faſt that which is good? But of all deſcriptions of men, a 

preacher is the moſt inexcuſable, if he is not well verſed in 
Church Hiſtory; that is ſo eſſential to his calling, that he 


'nult be an object of contempt if he remains ignorant 
thereof, We muſt ſuſpect him of being either very indo- 
lent, or that he nas ſome vile ſiniſter motives, and is de- 
termined to keep his bad conſcience in the dark. Igno- 


rance, among the Papiſts, is ſtiled the mother of devotion! 
But what ſort of devotion is it? blind bigotry, and perſe- 
cuting rage; but let not that once be named among ſuch 
as are called Proteſtants, leſt they ſhould be ranked with 


the mother of harlots. 


8. We again repeat it, we wink it a dangerous thing to 
expoſe our families to the hearing of Error, well knowing 
that many of them are not arrived at a proper age to 
judge for themſelves Or, is it ſafe for young people to 
hear the follies of the age pleaded for? ſuch as Cards; 
Plays, Races, Aſſemblies, Balls, and other deluſions and 

vanities, ſet forth as innocent amuſements, and very pro- 

per recreations for young people. We know the evil ten- 
dency of ſuch doctrine, and how ready the carnal mind i ts 

do receive it, and how dreadfully ſucceſsful it has been the 
lives of many can bearwitneſs throughout the land. How 

many thouſands in the nation, who were beginning to 
awake out of fleep, and to feel their diſeaſe, but by thoſe 
Phyſicians of no value, have had their convictions ſtunned; 
their hurt has been ſlightly healed, ſaying, peace, peace; 
when there was no peace, no real faith, no real change 
wrought "i in the ſoul, and ſo cloſing their eyes again are 
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5 more dreadfolly ſecure than they were before. Are not 


theſe facts? do they not occur almoſt daily? and can any one 


blame usif weareunwilling toexpoſe ſuch asare under our 


care to ſo aw ful a peril? ye, we might ſay, almoit to inevitable 
ruin and damnation. The Apoſtle ſays, be not carr ed away 
wich divers and ſtrange doctrines; if fo, I think we ought to be 


careful of what we hear, or | don't ſee how we can eſcape, how- 
ever confident we may be of ourſelves. A wiſe man will 


not go where the plague 1s, without the molt urgent ne- | 


ceſſity; and what plague is more dreadful than damnable 
and pernicious errors? If it is ſaid they may take the good 
and leave the bad; it may be aſked, Have all that hear 
error ſufficient judgment ſo to do? Will not a deceitful 
heart and a tempting devil rather prompt them the - 
trary way? And Why ſhould-we expoſe either our families | 

T or-curſelves to ſuch eminent danger? [s it to try our kill? 1 
is it not a tempting of providence? Do we chuſe to go 
or nd to that ſhop for food where we know poiſcn is 


mixed, with :t? If there were no other ſhops but ſuch as 


did mix poiſon, with their goods, we muſt take the beſt care 
we can; but if we know thoſe that take care to have no- 
thing but what is. wholeſome, I think we ſhould repair thi- 
ther; the inferrence is pretty eaſy. 
the pure truth preached, both in theory, experience, and 
practice, ſurely. it is that we may hear it.— When our 
Lord bids us beware of falſe prophets, is it not nearly the 
ſame as if he had ſaid ſhun them. 
of truth, and conſequently of the God of truth, when we 
chuſe to paſs it by, and hear error? Can we find any part 


Where we can have 


Is it not a contempt. 


of the Bible will vindicate ſuch a conduct? Is it not pre- 


_ wings a lie to the truth, and remaining wilfully igno- 


5 rang? i 
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rant? and i is it not a tempting of Gop to pive us up to 


believe a lie, and the father of lies ? Do not even Church- 
men pray to be delivered from all falſe de&rine and here- 


from all hardneſs of heart, and contempt of his word. 


| Now how does ſuch a prayer agree with the conduct of 
thoufands in England? What, pray for that which they 

are determined to run into? yea, and are exceeding an- 
gry if others will not do the ſame? Let any one reconcile 
this either to Scripture or common ſenſe. Like the drun- 
kard, who prays to be delivered from all evil, and runs di- 
reftly into the evil, or into the temptation of the evil. 
9. We do find many things in the Liturgy of the 


Church contrary to the word of Gov, and which the 


| Nonconformiſts* in the laſt century very juſtly objected to 


as in the office of Baptiſm, the Viſitation of the Sick, and 


the Burial of the Dead, and that of Confirmation, though : 
we do not lay ſo much ſtreſs on thoſe matters; yet as they | 
are the old relicks of Popery it is a pitty they are not re- 
moved out of the way, as it is to be feared they are no mall 
curſe to thouſands; and if the Church was right, if the 
rulers were ſuch miniſters as the word of Gob watrams; . 
they would ſoon remove thoſe monuments of Idolatry out 
of the way, and would ſerve them as Hezekiah did the 
© Brafs Serpent. What have we our Bibles for, but that, 
In life and doctrine, we may walk „„ 
10. For want of having our ſervice at a convenient hour 
and likewife the ordinances, we have driven thouſands 
of our people from us, many of whom have thereby imbib- 


ed aw and * deftriner; they had the ſtrongeſt 


| temptations 


ce Brofer's Nonconformity. 
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_ temptations 49, hear thoſe frange: dgdirines, \: Kew Grate 
comes. by hearing, whether it be a right or] a wrohg 
faith; it is as natural for me to receiye the faith or; docs 
trine I willingly fit under, as it. is for the ground to drinks, 1 
in the rain that falls upon it. But can we anſwer it to our 
great Head and Bimop, to let thoſe ſheep be ſcattered! 
upon the dark mountains of error, and to fall a prey to every 
devourer, When it is in our omen to open a fold for them, 
and feed them with, the fncere milk of the word. To 


tay, ad ſome have coldly. ſaid., Let them go, others will 


come in their place, is juſt as if a father ſhould ſay, 


5 my children cannot live vpon upwouſome) food, let them | 
_ quit my houſe, or let them die; L can get more, ſo that 


wall not want a family. Surely this muſt be the language 


_ of a ſtep-father, and whoſe own the, children ate net, or 
| he, muſt be a very, unnatural parent, and one that cares: 


Uttle for his poſterity. Now. it. is our duty to train, 


Py thoſe children. in the way in Which they ſhould, go. 
It was a complainf long ſince made, by che great ſhepherd, 
himſelf, againſt ſuch as ought te have watched oyer the 
flock, that they had not done it.. Hęnge hee ſays, My pen 
awander through all the mountains, and upon every, high, hill; 
yea, my flock was ſeattered upon the e of the earth, and, 
none aid ſearch « or ſeek after them®*, ” Muſt we bring this 
2 complaint upon ourſelves again! ? Mut we :.driye the. 
| ſheep upon thoſe barren mountains which the Lord com- 
: plains of, under the notion of thus going t to Church? In What. 55 
| part of the Bible are we taught this uncouth, dotrine? 


Tell us not ol old [ plans, or even Methodilt Baer hn e to 
the | 


, Feels wady. G „ „„ 
Et oh I gil 7 e N - 0 © | 


ta) 


| the law and to the teſtimony; and if we find it not there, 


who are they who will pretend to be wiſer than the Ora- 
cles of Gov, or will make the word of Gop of none 
effect? By this unſcriptural mode of proceeding we have 
driven many away from us, and I am afraid not a few into 
endleſs perdition, It is jaid, Curſed is he which maketh 


the blind to wander out of the way*; and ſurely driving 
them under blind guides is the way to doit. And if the 


blind lead the blind both ſhall fall into the ditch, 
11. Another circumſtance which mutt have weight 


with all thinking people, and that is the different ſpirits 
which have been manifeſt in all the different parties con- 
cerned in this conteſt. On one hand, the candour and 
_ gentleneſs which has ſhewn itſelf on the ſide of liberty and | 
freedom, willing to think and let think: and on the other 
- ſide, what a poſitive, lordly, overbearing ſpirit of violence, 
as though they had received ſome very material injury, 
becauſe they are not permitted to tyrannize over their 
brethren, Look no further than the circular letters which 
were ſent abroad laſt year, which will confirm what is here 
ſaid. Compare the letters which were ſent from New- 
_ caſtle upon Tyne, Newcaſtle under Line, Nottingham, 
and Plymouth Dock, with thoſe ſent from Birmingham, 
Cornwell, Cork and various other places. f In how re- 
ſpectable a manner do the ſormer treat the preachers as 


2 eee well 


* 


Deut, xxvii. 18. 


+1 have feen a fall | pampblec, an Adire/; to the Socicty 


in Neavcaſile, I wiſh every one ta read it. 
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well as their oppoſing brethren? And what ſourneſs and 


contempt both to miniſters and people breathe in the lat 


ter? The one is like the Prince of peace, and the other 
has a fierceneſs that carries menace and contempt in it. 1 


believe our brethren ſaw this the laſt Conference, and it 


had no ſmall effect upon their minds. And how have 


matters gone ſince? The utmoſt perverſeneſs and ill- na- 


ture have been diſcovered in the Church party, and in- 
numerable hes have been formed and vended abroad, yea, 


awful and dark threatenings have iſſued out, and it plain- 
ly appears that nothing but a fear of the laws of the land, 


has witheld them from open violence all which muſt 


argue it either to be a bad cauſe, or the parties concerned 
In it bad defenders, or both. Our bleſſed Saviour never 
f carried on his ſacred cauſe with rage, bitterneſs, falſhood, 
invective, ſlander, and calumny. Such methods the Pa- 
piſts made uſe of, and ſo did the perſccuting Church- men 
for a century and a half; and it is a pity | that the ſame | 
leaven continues to ferment in numbers to the preſent day, 


We cannot help ſecing this, and it grieves us, we know it. 
is wrong; we are grieved for their ſakes, and for the 


fake of that bleſſed cauſe for which the bleeding reconcil- 


er laid down is precious life, In this they cannot hurt us; 


but they hurt themſelves; nor can the love of Gop dwell 
with ſuch tempers, and therefore if they are wiſe they 
well 5 ſeek to have them detroyed. 


12. The enjoying our legal right can infringe. upon 
no one, ſecing others can poſſeſs their liberty equally 


the ame, We want to compel no one, but are quite wil- 


ling that others ſhould enjoy the ſame privileges we en- 
joy ourſelves. Therefore we wrong no man, we defraud 


day. 
ow 1t. 
the 
nc1l- 
t us; 
dwell 
they 


upon 
qually 


te wile 
Ve en- 


efraud 


W orſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 
ſuch is the manner of that werſnip which we contend for. 


privilege W hich they can or cught to enjoy, 


(27 5) 


no man, we perſecute no man, nor do we defire to lord ei: 
over the conſciences of any, We only plead our juſt right 


as men accountable to God, as chriſtians believing aud 


profeſſing the precepts of Chriſt, who was far from uſing 


any conſtraint, but that of arguments, prayers, and tears, 
and decleared that the pure worſhip of God was neither 


confined to the mountain of Samaria, nor to the Temple 


of jeruſalem; but that ſuch as worſhip the Father muſt 
Such 1s the ſpirit, and 


V'eare wilting to leave cthers in the full poſſoficn of eve / 


We wich to 


give the honour to our preachers Which we believe dae ww 


the miaiilers of Chriſt. We wil never hear a dead ci 


roneous min: lery while we can hca the [ure ruth w 


have no quibbles, no antiquated unſcriptural traditions ; 


let us have plain bible proofs that we are wrong, and we 
will yield to conviction. But at the ſame time, let every. 


man be fully perſuaded in his own mind; and let him ac ac 
as God gives him light. 


II. It may not be amiſs juſt te to notice ſome of the moſt 
plauſable ObjeQions againſt that Liberty of Conſcience 


which we plead for. It is contrary to Mr. Wefley's 
Rule?“ Suppote i it is, if it be not contrary to God's Rule 


what great harm is there in the matter? Mr. ey ne- 
ver avowed | himſelf to be infallible, I thivk; his Rule was, 
O2 | Be 


- 


Whieh is 
ſpirit and hfe to our ſouls. But let others judge for them« 
ſelves. We chuſe our miniſte rs to baptize our children, 
And alſo to receive the Lord's Supper at their hands, and 
let any man point out the ſcripture, or any period of the 
Primitive Church which condemns our conduct. Let us 
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n 
JN, je Followers of me 4+ Tam of Chriſt. But then we de- 


ny the fact. Shew us the Role, or what Rule do you 
mean? Do you mean the Rules of the Society? there is 
not a word about the Church in them? Do you mean the 
Poll Deed enrolled in the High Court cf Chancery, de- 


claring what the Conference, or what the Mechodifts are? 
'There is not a word of the Church named there. Is it 


Mr. Hees Will you call his Rule? We do not find the 
word Church in it. Is it in the Letter which he left to be 
opened and read in the Conference, after his death? there 


is not a word about the Church even in that Rule either. 


Now had there been any ſuch Rule as you mention, we 
| ous have found it in ſome of the above, eſpecially in 
the tro former; ſgeing theong.s what Ever y member of che 
Fo ocroty 18 0bunged to Walk by, and conform to; and the 
eaker Is what gives them a charakter, a reality in law, 


% Well, but he always exzorted to go to the Church, and 


Sacrament, and adviſed the Methodiſts never to leave the 


Chu: ch.” So you ſay. But if choſe aflertions of yours be 
contradicted by Mr. Heeres well known practice, you 
will bring no ſmall cenſure either on Mr. IT e/ley or your- 


Jelves. Has net Mr. Hey acted as a Diſſenter in Lon- 


don theſe ſorty years? Has he not preached, and adminiſ- 


| tered the Lord's Supper, i in Spitalfields, and Weſt-ſtreet. 
_ Chapels, all thoſe years? or in the Foundry, or New. 
Chapel. And were not all theſe PDiſſenting Chapels? 
They never were conſecrated, the Biſhop of London had 
> nothing to do with them any more than he had with the 
Jewiſh Synagogue, Did not the other preachers in con- 
nection with Mr. Veſey, preach in thoſe Chapels, and in 


Sun hours too, in Mr. Wiſe 5 abſence? | P78 Mr. 
| N. er 


1 
Neſley ever go to the Church in London, except he mas 


been invited to preach occaſionally in ſome Church? Did 
he not preach at Briſtol in the Church hours? Did he not 
preach, and adminiſter the Lord's Supper, the lat Lezvs 
Conference, in the Church hours? Yes on the firſt Sun- 


day in the month juſt in ſight of the Pariſh Church. Was 


not that Diſſenting? Has he not eſtabliſhed a religious 
economy, or order, and admitted and ſent a number of 
Preachers all over the three kingdoms, as well as inta 
America, and the Welt Indies? Did he not ſummons thoſe 


Preachers once a year to meet him in Conference? and 


did he not call them to an account reſpecting their life 
and doctrine? Could he do all this as a Church- man! 2 
Who gave him any ſuch power, or who could do it as 2 
Church-man? Has he not even formally ordained leveral 

of the preachers, and made them promiſe that they would 
| adminiſter the Lord's Supper ? Could he or they do this 
| except as Diſtenters? Are. not many of the Chapels, and : 
Preachers licenſed as Diſſenting Chapels, and Diſſenting 
Miniſters? And are not both Chapels and Miniſters lia- 

ble to be fined if they are not ſo licenſed? Is it then 
| agreeable to truth for the Preachers to enter themſclves 


as Diſſenting Teachers, if they are not ſo? or is it 


_ agreeable to goſpel ſimplicity to enter the Chapels as Diſ- 
ſenting Meeting-houſes if they are not ſo? But indeed 


they mult be ſo, ſeeing it is the ſtatute in that caſe provid- 


ed which muſt characteriſe them. The act of Tolcration, 
which obtains the Licenſe, 15 expresſly made for Protet- 
tant Diilenters, and if they are not ſuch, why do they 
equivocate? and if they are, why do they deny it? 


Therefore Nr. 1 ey, and all who bare lavoured in Com- 
C3 munion 
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municn with him, muſt have ated as Diſſenters, whether 

they have done right or wrong; and we ſincerely thank 
Goo that they ever did fo, ſeeing many thouſands have been 
ſavingly brought to Gop by that means. The caſe wit! 
Mr. H:/ley was this, he was brought up in High Church 
Principles, and retaired them till Gop taught him better. 


Nevertheleſs he loved the doctrines of the Church, and 
the Liturgy, eſpecially the Prayers; but it is certain he 


did not ſubmit to the Hierarchy of the Church any more 
than myſelf. Indeed he could not; the ſtation in which 
Providence had placed him was ſuch, that he muſt either 
diſobey Gop or man; he choſe the latter, and therefore 
was a Diſſenter. T he moment he ſet up the Standard in 
Moorſield Fields, and collected a Society, he was a Diſ- 
ſenter, and ſuch was the following part of his life, for which 


thouſands will have reaſon to praiſe God to all eternity. 


But God has blefſcd the old plan, and we are not 
fare that he will bleſs any deviation from it; nay ne 
Methoditls leave the Church Gop will leave them.” So 
then the matter is ſettled to ſome purpoſe. That bold 


aſſertion I have often heard, but in what part of the Bi- 
ble is it written ? that if the Methodiſts leave the Church 


Gov will leave them? Is there any thing like it in all the 


Bock of Gov? No; if we abide in Chriſt he will abide 
in us, and if fo, we ſhall never periſh, But that term, 


The Old Plan, is fo hacknied üllit is become ſtale. What 
do you mean by it? It has been already obſerved that 
preac! ing in Church hœurs, and ad. miniſtring the Lord's 
| Supper, has been practiſed forty Years, and that in a place 


* here there was as little need of it as in any part of Eng- 
hand; ; for there are Churches enough and many of them 


empty 


( * 


empty enough in London. With regard unto its being 


bleſſed, I aſk what was bleſſed, or, who, or what was the 


bleſſer? Were it the Church walls? or were it the ungodly 
Prieſts, or the ceremonies, or veſtments, which converted 


ſouls from fin? Pleaſe to obſerve what you can but know. 


G0 put his Spirit upon his ſervants and ſent them forth 


in: o the highways and hedges to proclaim his name to loſt 


ſinners; ſinners Were awakened, made ſenſible of their 
ſinfulneſs. and then applied to thoſe meſſengers of truth, 
crying, What ſhall we do to be ſaved? The ſervants of 
Go immediately pointed chem to the blood of ſprink- 


ling ſhed for a ruined world, 


Tach felt it apply* 1, and joyfully cry d, 
Me, me thou hatt low d, and for me thou haſt d. 


That they might be helpers of their faith, they joined 


_ them into Society, and gave them ſuch advice as they ſaw 
neceſſary from time to time; they directed them to. ſearch. 


the Scriptures, and wrote and publiſhed different Tracts 


to explain and enforce the truths of God upon their ſouls. 
Thus they taught them publicly and privately, yea, per- 


fonaily, and this method of dealing with them was what 


5 Gop bleſſed to them. They exhorted them to abide in 
Chrit, not to grieve his Spirit, but to hold faſt the begin- 
ning of cheir confidence {teadfaſt unto the end. Now there 
was nothing of the Church in all this any more than m a 0 


Turkiſh Moſque, or an Indian Pagod. Their eyes being 


open they ſaw the Lord's Supper was an ordinance of 
Chriſt; yet they ſaw it was an ordinance of Communion ; 
but they ſaw that neither the miniſters nor people were 
ſuch, as they could have any fellowſhip with any more 
than the Temple of Gon could have fel.owſtup with Idols, 
| | | or 
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or Chriſt with Balial; and therefore repeatedly applied to 
thoſe to whom the diſpenſation of t 


” goſpel was committ- 
ed, to give them the Lord's 8 


greateſt noiſe about the Church? Nay the method which 


they purſue is the moſt eligible way to gain hearers, yea, 


and doers of the work too; and we think they have as 
good ſucceſs in the work of the miniſtry. 
But the Methodiſt Preachers will be hun by bepdulog 


and adminiſtering the Lord's Supper, it will puff them up 
with pride, and make them thank more highly than they 


8 


er; this being repeated- 
ly denied them, many withdrew, and either called miniſters 
to themſelves, or joined with ſuch as they believed 
were called of God, or were driven to ſeek Communion 
among the different d:nominations now abounding in Eng- | 
land. Now we want to prevent that diſperſion, by being 
united and having our own miniſters to adminiſter every 
_ ordinance to us, and to preach to us at ſuch convenient 
hours, as that we can bring our familes to hear them, 
But it has been ſaid, That the Methodiſts and the 
Preachers going to Church, induces the Church people 
to come to hear the preaching, and thereby they do good.“ 
So then we muſt go to Church out of policy. Hear this 
ye Church-men! But is this walking uprightly according 
to truth? Is it not walking in craftineſs, and according 
to the maxims of the world? But Jet it be right or wrong 
as to the morality of it, it is not true in fact. Have not 
thoſe Preachers who avow their liberality of ſentiment as 
many hearers as the moſt vehement Church-men? Let 
matter of fact ſpeak? Had not Mr. Whufeld as many 
| hearers as any man in England? And have not many who 
are living now as many hearers as thoſe who make the 


e 

| oupht to think.“ Does this objection come from ſuch as 
love the Preachers, or from ſuch as are ſour and prejudiced 
againſt them, and who are pleaſed to ſee them in a ſtate of 


contempt? Can ſuch objectors believe Gop hath account- | 


ed them faithful, putting them into the miniſtry? And 
hath our Saviour intruſted them in the greateſt of all 
works, a diſpenſation of the word, and gave them abilities 
to divide it according to truth; to feed the flock of Gop ; 


to bring out of their treaſure things new and old; to ſet 


life and death before mankind; to handle all the great 
_ doctrines of the Goſpel, ſuch as the rebellion through the 


fall, and reconciliation of man through the grand atone- 


ment; repentance, faith, and the new birth, together with 


all which appertain to the chriſtian warfare, and what be- 
5 long to every relative ſtation of the chriſtian; can he 1 in- | 


truſt them with. all this, and much more. edugected «1 T7721 
with, and cannot he truſt a little bread and water, or wine 


i into their hands? The though: is abſurd; it is irrational, 
and unſcriptural, and reſlects upon the wiſdom of God as 
well as upon his ſervants. Where has Gop divided the 
work? Where has he made it the duty of one man to 
give himſelf up to the miniſtry of the word, and to give 
up ſecular life to preach the word, and not to diſpenſe che 
lower parts of the miniſtry? In what part of Gop's word 


do we find ſuch a diſtinction? In what Church Hiſtory 


do we read it? Is it not odd that neither the Apoſtles, nor - 
primitive Chriſtians nor even our reformers could find out 
this ſingular Secret, till late in the eighteenth century a, 
few plain, warm Church-men ſhould have the Sagacity to 
diſcover it! But we have not fo learned the Oracles of 


God; nor can we think thys meanly of thoſe whom Gop 
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has ſet over us. We grudge them no honour which Go 
has conferred upon them; and this we are taught in his 
word; Let the elders who rule well be accounted worthy 


of double honour, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO LABOUR | 
IN THE WORD AND DOS TRIN E, or teaching * as ſome 


render the word. But our new refiners are of a different 
:ind, for they ſay, let thoſe who labour in the word 
and teaching be kept down, kept humble, let us beware 
of giving any honour inſtead of double honour, yea, let 
Gop's honour and ordinances be prophaned, leſt we ſhould 
lift vp thoſe men whom Gop has honoured in being the 
inſtruments of our Salvation. Such are the ſentiments of 


| thoſe who wiſh to take from God's ſervants the honour | 
and office which he has put upon them. In the ſame light | 


every itinerant Preacher muſt view moſt of thoſe circular 


letters which have been ſent up and down the kingdom, a 


more inſolent affront was never caſt upon a ſet of uſe ſul 
men from the day that Methodiſts have had a name to the 
preſent hour. All the mobs and tumults which they have 


been in, all the lies and ſlanders which have been caſt upon 
them, never brought ſo horrid an odium upon them, as the 


men of their own houſhold have. Theſe undermine their 
reputation in the moſt ſenſible part; they labour to invali- 


date their call to the miniſtry, and thereby 1 


ſet of vagabonds, impoſters, mere impoſers upon mankind. 
Now what can Satan do more? Such a procedure will 


ſerve his cauſe more effeQually than all the rabble in the 


world. Can we be guilty of ſuch barefaced ingratitude 


both to Gop and man? Gop ſent theſe men into the 
3 ene 
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highways and hedges, in the face of perſecution and dan- 
ger, we ran to hear and ſee what was the matter, and we 


were ſoon convinced that we were ruined ſinners, and that 
they were the ſervants of the Moſt High ſent to ſhew us 
the way to ſalvation. Thus our faith came by hearing the 
word of truth, and not by going to Church. However, 


If any find benefit at Church, let them go thither, as they 


ought to be the beſt judges of their own ſtate; but they 
muſt graut us the ſame privileges which they aſſume to 
_ themſelves. We only apologize for ourſelves, we plead 


our privileges as the juſt riglit of mankind, more eſpecially 


as Engliſhmen, and who are favoured with Toleration; 
andi it ſeems not a little ſtrange that Methodiſts ſhould be _ 

rhe only perſons in the land who would light up the flames 

of perſecution who have ſcarcely emerged from it them- 

| ſelves, and who are ſheltered under the Act of T'oleration, 
The miniſters putting on. gowns and bands, and being 
ſtiled, Rev erend, is a frightful circumſtance in the way of 
thoſe who are fo grateful as to look upon them with an 
evil eye. This objection comes with a very bad grace 
from ſuch as make it; for if gowns or any thing of the 
kind be wrong, why are they ſo fond of going to the 


Places where hey are ſure the performers will be thus ar- 
rayed? I am pretty clear the firſt preachers of the Goſ- 
pel had no particular dreſs, but that of ſound doctrine and 


upright conduct, except ſuffering for their maſter, At 
what time particular habits were introduced is very uncer- 
tain, they created much contention at the Reformation, 


and for many years after. I have heard Mr. Veen ſay, 


Am the gown and caſſock, now worn by the eſtabliſied 


ogy. Was the 1 invention of Calvin, therefore we may 


ſuppoſe 


. 


r 


r Rt 


——— — - — . 
r 


5 


* * 
* 4A 


> 
— 
= 


AT ot as 
— 
— 


* 


= 3 


_ —— —— 

5 - ” HS 
—_—— —— — 
— ͤ— — — 


2 — 2 
CET: 


- 5 * — * — — - 
2 
n 


- 

—_ 
— — 
2 * 


'\ 
Fo 
! 


4-96 4- 


| ſuppoſe they do not pretend to ware it jure Jindal, ſeeing 
Calvin was a Preſbyterian; of courſe there can be no 
' preſumption or ſacrilege in the preachers to put it on. I 


believe in general the Preſbyterian Miniſters do preach in 
a gown and caſſock, yea, and they baptize, and deliver the 
| Lord's Supper, as well as the Independants, and who are 


ſo ignorant as to charge them with preſumption ! But as 


to the jus divinum of garments, I ſcarcely think it will be 


conteſted; It is very likely many of the Preachers will ne- 


ver put them on, believing them to be the relicks of Popery ; | 
but if any congregation chuſe to accomodate their miniſter | 
with a particular garment, as thinking it will make a more | 


reſpectable appearance, we ſee no harm in it, it is what is 


done now by Diſſenters of moſt denominations, ſo that : 


there 1 is no ſort of harm in this either one way or the other. 


As for the term Reverend, can the objectors tell Vhat 

it means? If the cannot they had as good ſay nothing - 

- about i it. It comes from the Latin word Revereor, to re- 
vere or reverence, and according to the courteſy of ror 


8 country where! it is given to the Preachers of the Goſpel, 
it reſpects the Sacredneſs of their Office, to ſignify that 


they are reverenced on that account, This being its fim- 


ple meaning, I aſk where is the impropriety of giving it to 
ſuch as deſerve it? Whether does it more properly belong 


to ſuch as devote their whole time and ſtrength to the 
work of the miniſtry, or to ſuch as ſpend a great part of 
their time in Juxury, in cards, plays, races, and various 
other evils. It ſeems the objectors are very far run for 
_ reaſons to ſtoop to ſuch pitiful pretences, and great num 


bers plainly evidence they are aſhanied of nothing which 
15 ſcurrilous, or it would be beneath them to o expoſe their 
| own 
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wn ignorance ſo much in bringing forward reaſons ſo 
contempuble, and what I really ſhould not have thought 


worth attention, only it 15 become the common cuc Ro | 


note of many that can ſay nothing elſe. 


The preſent age ſeems full of enterprize, and 1 
are not ſatisfied to take things upon truſt. Reaſon, or 


common ſenſe, is not to be put off with trite maxims, or 
ſuperannuated cuſtoms, not even o/d plans, or ways that 
haze been blefſed? No, men will look for themſelves; we 


ſee it ſo in trade and commerce; had old plans been the 


rule, what a condition had this kingdom been i in by this 


time? Half its inhabitants muſt have wandered far and 
wide to have ſought a miſerable pittance to keep life and 
ſoul together; and yet we find numbers roaring and rav- 
ing, and ready to raiſe a riot againſt every improvement, 
as though they were going to be ruined becauſe it is a a de- 
viation from ſome old plan. 3 | 
All national religions have been national is rannies, whe- 
ther Pagan, Jewiſh, "Turkiſh, or what is called the Chriſ- 
tian Religion; and it is ſure to have the majority whe- 
ther it be right or wrong. A very ſmall acquaintance. 
with our Engliſh Hiftory will convince us of this, 


From the year 1530 to the year 1558 there were four 


general converuons in the land. In 1530, King Henry 
the Eight grew weary of his wife, and wanted another, 
and becauſe the Pope would not divorce him from his 
Queen, he was determined to divorce the Pope, and be- 
came Pope himſelf, and therefore required all his Sub- 
jects, Lords Spiritual and Lords Temporal, with the Clergy 
and Commons of the realm, to abjure Pope Clement, and 
taitall Pope Henry. It was done, and the King's | 
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Hoody articles wers ſworn to, and a very few had the for- 
titude to ſuffer death, rather than ſwear and act contrary 
to their Conſcience. Upon the death of that furious King, 


and the acceſſion of Edward his Son, things took another 


turn, an entire revolution took place. 'Franſubitantiarion, 
Purgatory, with the greateſt part of the Superſtitions of 
Rome were diſcarded. Here again was a general veering 


thus every thing turned back into the 
eld Plan obtained the aſcendancy, the Pods! 8 Supremacy 
with ell the infamous lumber of idolatry, attended with its 
uſual cruelty and perſecution, and in the general the Lord: 


of Lords Spiritual and temporal, &c. except a very few 


who were hardy enough to die. Upon the deceaſe of that 
excellent young Prince, Mary mounted the throne, and 
ith channel, he 


Spiritual, &c. were as obſequious as uſual, only by reading 


the Scriptmes, and tre preaching which had been in the 


preceding reign, numbers were more enlightened, and 


had taſted the good word of Gop fo that ſome hundreds 
laid down their lives. Put what were they to the nat! on 


at large? that poor tool of tyranny and idolatry being re- 


and ambition, the wheels turned round again, and that 
with as general a conformity, ſo that in the ſpace of twen- % 
ty-eight years the national Church was converted, and 
reconverted four times; but mark, let it be Papiſt or Pro- 
teſtant, or a medley of both, it was always true to what I 
have obſerved, to wit, tyranny and perſecution. I wiſh 


_ abſurdities people run into when traditions are let up in 


„ 


moved her fiſter ſucceeded her, not poſſeſſing one ſpark 
more of real Religion, but poſſeſſed much more policy 


every Engliſhwan to be perfectly acquainted with that 
period and what was tranſacted, ſo that he might ſee the 
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vill grow as formal a5 others.“ 


3 „ 


Read of the word of Gop. What uaremitting perſecuti- 
ons followed, excepting the time of the Common-wealth, 
1 have already touched, üll the happy Era of 1688, a pe- 
nod that all lovers of the Bible and Religion have abudant 
Treaſon to bleſs Gop for; and let all the followers of the 
Prince of peace be very fearful how they attempt to faſten 


a galling yoke upon their brethren, or to lord it over the 
conſcienccs of thoſe whom their S aviour hath ſet free, 

« But the Preachers baptizing, and adminiſtering the 
Sacrament will defiroy the itenerent plan; they will want 
to ſettle with the principal SOngreganons, and then they 
There is no ground for 


this fear: we do not know one Preacher who has the ſmall- 
175 


eſt intention of the kind. In the general, when they has ve 
been two years in any place, they are very willing to re 
move. They ſee examples enough both in the chabli he 4 
Clergy and che Difteaters, of many of t 1eIr hearers being 
waeary of them, and of their being of very little uſe after 
their remaining ſeveral years in a place, although thoſe 
Miniſters may be good men and fach as preach the truth. 
and I dare ſay, ſom? of them are heartily weary of their 
Ration. Beſides, many of the Methodiſt Chapels are ſo 
ſettled that no Preacher can ſlay above three years, and 


in many. not above two, and in ſome t. jey can diſmiſs him 


at the end of one if they choeſe. | 

Thus proviſion is made for the cortinuance of the itine- 
rant plan, ſo tuat if any drone has a mind to lounge away 
his life in one place he cannot. As for thoſe who have f. pent 


their ſtrength in their maſter's work, and are worn out wn 


the honourable ſervice, every Preacher contributes apnu- 
ally one * from nis {mall income towards their main- 
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| tenance, and d though this would fall ſhort, yet kind Provi- 
dence has put it into the hearts of many, both in the Socie- 


zy, and ſuch as hear them, to contribute very generou!ly ; 


fo that thoſe worn-out veterans may fit down, and juſt 
preach as mach as they are able in whatever part of the 
kingdom they chuſe to end their days. Thus the tra- 
velling plan will be kept up without doubt. A moſt excel- 


lent ſcheme indeed: the various gifts are ſo diffuſed and 
blended among the people that each has a portion given 


them in due ſeaſon, In this the Methodiſts are privileged 
2 bove a1 other people. May they improve by this as well 


2s every other means which they enjoy! 


III. I ſhall now make ſome Remarks on a namiele 5 Pam- | 
ph et which iflued from Liverpool, in January laſt. T his 
production con ſiſts of Mr. Vs reaſons againſt ſe para- 
tion (printed many Yea's 170 ia the height of his Church 


cal, and nearly given up in his latter writings) Some par- 


tial extracts from the laſt. Journal, and a ſcurs ilous pamph- 
-Jzt publiſled a ind deſoiſed in the year 1786. and a refer- 


ence to a Sermon from H eb. v. 4. 


Whatever bears Mr. Neſey's name I ſhall always ho- | 
; our; I honoured him wh le living, above all men in the 
world, his memory will be dear to me while ] live. TY 


efential matters 1 cordially agree with him; in circum- 


flantials he allowed me to think and act for myſelf, or 1 
could not have continued in connection with him. I did 


not hide my ſentiments from either him or the conference. 


I was under no temptation or neceſſity to do it. But it 
may not be amiſs to premiſe two things, the firſt is Mr. 
I 22 8 definition of the Church of England.“ The 
19h, 


"3-20, 


29th article defines a true O hatch to be a Cengreg gation of. 
Faithful peeple wherein the pure word of GOD ts preached 


- and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered. According to this 


account, the Church of England is, that body (or holy 
believers) in England aniong whom the pure word of GO 
is preached, and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered.“ In 
another place he aſſerts, that the Church of England; 


are all the Believers in England. ”Y+ If that is the caſe 
then I aver, we are the Church of England; for we 


preach the pure word of Gop to many faithful Compa- 


nies, and what we plcad for is, 4% to N 


Sacraments to them. 
SECONDLY, ] premiſe, that let the Reaſons be what 
_ Vey may, they were the Reaſons of Mefirs. John and. 


Char les WH efley only; and only. Su ibſcribed by them, and. 


5 therefore Whatever Chli igations they might lay themſclves 


5 under, from th ence. it only be! onge d to them to p veriorg | 


thoſe obligations; they cannot affect u ny one elie, EE 
theſe Realons are in ! 10 W. ſe binding to either Preacher 
Or 1 'cople, but folcly to thoſe who made and ſubſcrib 


f 
FR 


them. It may. further be obſerved, except a man gts 
himſe! f up to be infallible, he may with Pr. opriety change 
his judgment when he {2 
ledging that he is wiſer to-day than he was yeſterday, 
Therefore if Mr. Lee has varied from t the fubſeguent,” 


Ren ons 1 it 1s but. granting him the rigat which belongs 3 


clear on tar that 18 only acxnow-- 


* 1 


e Evers: 


® See 1 and ebe A tbdllt, 


+ Magazine for Fan. 1786. 


„ 
H 
f 
Nt 
** 
F 
4 
t 


i 
. 

0 i i 
wy 


2 n 
— * — 
E 


— 


— — 


: \ 
{ 


"<> > - 2 8 F 
wr —owo—_—s oC a A 


ou 
* 


2 


9 


—— — - 


2 = 


. _— — — — 


* » 
7 


- . — 
_— - 


_— axe. 


— — 
— 
r 


— — 
— 


ns 


- * = * — , 
Por —_ 
a Rr ot. aur — 


: - — m * 1 —— 2 f 9 
22 A . 8 


4 


* _— 3 


4 
every man who allows himſelf to be fallible: this may 
ſuffice for an anſwer to the firſt Reaſon. The 2d, 3d, 4th, 


and 5th, Reaſons are nearly alike, viz. “giving offence, 
kindering people from OY to hear and cauſing others 


to ſeparate from us, &c. 


'The anſwer is very eaſy. In things of an indifferent 
nature it is wiſe not to give offence; but I apprehend the 
_ avowed eflentials of Religion, and the Solemn ordinances 
_ of Gop are not indifferent matters; nor are we at liberty 
to change them, or make them ſubſervient to State Policy 
or worldly maxims, in ſo doing we ſhould adulterate the 


word of God, and thereby make it of none effect. As 


for giving offence we cannot help that; we know the 

_ carnal mind is enmity againſt Goy, ard ſo is the 
t2endſhip of the world. The meſſages the Prophets 
were charged with are often ſtiled burdens, becauſe they 
were calculated to give offence, yet they were charged 
to be faithful in delivering them. In Deut. iv. 2. and xi, 
32. Rev. xxii. 18. 19. Likewiſe Jer. i. 7. Riek. 
Axxiii. 1, 10. Did not our Lord give offence both i in life 
and doctrine? Did he not ſay, I am come to ſend fire on 
Earthit Vet he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and in his 
mouth was no guile. Did not his Apoſtles give offence? 
and who were more offended than the Jews, eſpecially 


their Rulers and Teachers? and did not our Lord ſay, 


they were blind leaders of the blind, and that both ſhould _ 

Fall into the ditch; the ditch of error here, and into eter- 

ga) 7 hereafter. Did not the 0 Chriſtians | 
"90 


* Lyle Xii. 49, 54. 
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give offence? As likewiſe the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, 
| thoſe firſt Reformers from Popery and Superſtition, Did 
not Luther and all the Reformers give offence? Did not 
the Nonconformiſts give offence; yea even Mr. W#/ey's 
Anceſtors, his great Grandfather, Bartholomew Wefleyz _ 
his Grandfather, John Weſley; and his Grandfather by 
his Mother, Dr. Anneſley; Did not theſe men give offence 


to Church Bigots, for which they ſuffered the ſpoiling of 


their goods, yea moreover bonds and impriſonment. And 
tinally, I aſk who has given greater offence in this age 
than Mr, Weſley himſelf? Let any one read his Journals, 
and his Appeals, and they will find all manner of evil 
| ſpoken againſt him, and often- times violence offered to 
| his perſon; ſo that whatever he may have ſaid of his being 
Churchman has not taken away the ſcandal of the Croſs. 
Reason 6th. * Becauſe it would be throwing balls oW - 
wild fire among them that are quiet in the land.“ „Balls 


of wild fire! What enforcing the plain Scripture Doc- 


trines, and plain Scripture Diſcipline | Certainly ſuch are 
balls of Gop's own making, namely that pure truth ſhould | 
be held forth, and in ſuch a caſe we are not anſwerable for 
Y the conſequences. T his Reaſon is pretty much like the 
former, 
| Rea. 7th. ce: Gunten is now aſleep!” No, Sir, 
not that Controverſy, witneſs the numbers which Church 
Bigotry has driven from us, and is daily driving from us. 
Witneſs the numbers of Chapels built in various parts of 
England by ſuch as have been thus driven away for want 
of liberty of Conſcience! 
Lid. 6 0 what would many of our bore. fathers have 
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(44. ) 
given to have enjoyed ſo bleſſed a calm?” Anſwer, Alf 
they had in che world except a good Conſcience; yen 
meny 01 thera did fo, witneſs your Great- grandfather and 
your two Grandfathers. But who. took that cal, that 
Birth-right of every human being, from them! ? Wno ba- 
niſhed, fined, and impriſoned your Fore- fathers, and 
thouſands beſides, were they not the unmercitul Bigots of 
the day? and whoſe effsprings are itching to follow their 
ſteps? only there is that plaguy obuoxious act of Tolera- 
tion in the way. | 
I id. © It would engage me in a thouſand controverſies, 8 
both in public and in private.” Aujwer. No, Sir, not 5 
half ſo many as the Reps which you have taken in acting. 
throughout a Diflenter and yer calling your{clf a Church- 


7 man; iuch a procedure 1s much harder to defe ad than : 
1 | honey avowing that you were a Diſſenter. | This would | ; 
1 only be aſſerting your privilege as a Miniſter of the New: ; 
6 ; Teſtament, and more eſpecially as an Engliſhman. It is | . 
| to the honour of ycar venerable Anceſtors that they took = E 
a ; | joytully the ipoiling of their goods and endured Bonds aud B 
. 0 I priſonments for the lake of a good Conſcience, i with h: 
4 you had never been aihamed neither of the name nor na- 5 
q ture of a Nonconformilt. A Düuienter you were; God- 4 
made you ſuch, and iherein owned your labour, for which. Te 

| thuulanas will bleſs his holy name to all eter nity. 14 


RBA, Sch. To form the plat of a New Church would i %; 3 
require inficite time and care, &c. 

Auſfuwer. A New, Church! 05 What! 18 that? Ax ok 
; walk of a new World, or a New Goo! Have you not of- 
en aſierted, that 5 the vilible Church of Chriſt is a com- il ,_ 


— 


„ 


pany of faichful men where tlie pure Goſpel i is preached 
and the Ordinances be duly adminiſtered.” J hope many 
companies of fai chful men and women too are raiſed up 


in various parts of the Kingdom. What then is our du- 


ty? topreach the pure Go/þel to them, and duly adniinifter : 
the Sacraments according to Chris Ordinance. The lat- 
ter of theſe implies the order and diſcipline that is to be 
obſerved in the Houſe of Gop, and that will require no 


more trouble than we have at preſent; for I hope we have 


not any in the Society but ſuch as we can admit to the 
Lord's Supper. 

RA, g h. Separation will cauſe Prejudice aal 
the Clergy, Kc. 445 wwer. Do not the Doctrines which 


they teach, and the lives which they live do this more than 


all the Methodiſts put together? By their own mouths and 


actions they are condemned. Andl know none who hath 
written ſharper things 2 againſt them or beſtowed keener 


Epichets, except the Bible, than Mr. Veſtey himſelf has, 
when he calls them Heathenijh Pr -reſts » Mitred Inideis, and 


has &cer in doubt forty years what ebedience he o es them, 


and the obedience which he gives them has been with a 
doubting Conſcience,” Surely this is ſaying enough in all 
reaſon. If one with to fee more let him read Mr, 1 e/ley's 
Appeals and his Addreſ: to che Clergy, and ſeveral of his 


Journals. | 


REA. 10th. and ith; Theſe : are nearly alike, ce .. 
cauſe the experiment has been ſo frequently tried already, 
and the ſucceſs never anſwered the expectation,” We 


have melancholy inſtances of this,” &c. 


e a Where has t been fairly tried without ſucceſs? 
Is | 
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Js it in Loadon!? where it has been about forty years. Why 


have you not given it up then? Is it in Briſtol? Why 


did you continue it? Is it in Plymouth Dock, were it 
encreaſed the Society near 400? ls it at Nottingham, or 
| Birmingham, or Shejfeld? 1s it at Altringham, Delp, 


Bradſhaw, or Hunſlet? in all which places the Service 
has been in Church hours for years? Is it in America or 


the V/'ot-Indics* Is it in Scotland? Perhaps it may be 


ſaid it has been hurtful in Dublin. Pray, if ſo, who was 


the cauſe of the hurt? Were it not the furious Bigots in 
the Society? The caſe was then as if 1 ſhould take a par- 
| ticular method in cultivating my field, but my neigh- 
bour ſays, I take a wrong method; and inſiſts I ſhall not 


vary the method which has been taken for years pait, be- 


cauſe that has brought forth ſome fruit: and to make 
good his uſurped power and dogmatical advice, he raiſes a 


mob, obſtructs me in my work, pulls down my fences, roots 


up my plants, and then exclaims my land has been barren 


fince 1 adopted the new method. Such was the caſe in 


Dublin. A number of Zelots were determined to have 


their own way right or wrong, and the Preachers were ſaft | 


enough to give way to them. 


Rea. 12th. „By ſuch a ſeparation we ſhould throw 


. away the peculiar glory which Gop has given us.” 


Anſwer, The peculiar glory which God has . us 


1s, ſaving Souls, not by going to Church, but by preach- 


ing the Goſpel to every child of man, in the Church or 
not in the Church; but our preateſt obtruRtion in that 


| bleſſed work has hows from Churchmen. 


ibid. And ave have no deſire to be a di Hint or compact 


Bod. Then why are we legally made io by our Enroll- 


ment in the High Court of Chancery? | Ibid. ; 


in thy voluminous writings. 


( 47 75 
Ihid. « we look upon the Clergy, not only as a part of 


| theſe our Brethren, but as that part whom Gon by his 


adorable Providence has called to be Watchmen over 


the reſt.“ 


Ader What are thoſe Heathenil, Priefts ad Mitred 


Infidels your Brethren? And are they ſuch as theſe, 


«« whom God by his adorable Providence has called to be 


Watchmen over the reſt?” In what part of the Bible is 


this ſtrange Doctrine written? 1 thought the like of theſe 


had run tho? God had not ſent them.* 


Ibid.“ To expreſs either contempt or bitterneſs to- 


wards them betrays AN UTTER IGNORANCE OF OUR 
SELVES,” | 

Anfeer, Can a any thing be more contem ptuous chan the 
terms Heatheniſh Prieſt , or Mitred infidel? And is not that 


the character which Mr. Weſtey gives them, and was he 
UTTERLY IGNORANT OF HIMSELF? 


Ah, my venerable and much eſteemed F ather, theſe | 
thy pretended friends have done thy memory the greateſt 
injury they poſlibly could. They, in an evil hour, fixed 

upon the only material thing wherein thou wert in- 
_ conſiſtent in thy vaſt labours for more than fifty years, and 
In the warmth and ſimplici- 
ty of thy heart, 1 in the beginning of thy days thou didſt ex- 
preſs thyſelf a little unwarily, and thy bigotted friends 
would not allow thee ſecond thoughts, but are determined 
in words to make thee contradict the whole tenor of thy 
uſef; al life, and unparalleled bears Methiinks theſe like 
| | Saud | 


Jer. xxiu. 32. 
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Saul and the witch of Ender, have conſpired to diſturb thy 
peaceful ſpirit, and couldſt thou lift up thy Reverend head 
from the tomb wouldſt lay with the bleſſed Prophet, Il hy 
bade ye diſquieted me to bring me up ; Horoured Servant 


of Cop! Sorry am I that the ſmalleſt blemiſh ſhould be 


caſt upon thy memory, nor ſhould it have been done by 
me were not the honour and glory cf thy ever adorable 
Maſter and Lord concerned therein! 


| With regard to what Mr. C harles ſays at the end of the 


| twelve Reaſons, it is very obſervable that his conduct for 


- many years contradicted it. ForT aſk, Did he ever go to 


Church, for many years, except ſome very chance time 
When he has been inv ited to preach in a Church? Did he 
not, when in London, conſtantly preach, in Church hours, 


in chat Diſſentiog Chapel in the City Read, or in that other 


| Diflenting Chapel at Ii Are? When in Brifol, did he 
not preach in that Diſſenting Chapel in the Horſe Fair, 
5 and at that other Diſſenting Chapel at Kingsæuood? * 


Mr. W:/ty's farther thoughts of Separation are nearly 


granting all 1 wiſhed for, nearly yielding up the conteſt. 


He calls it a pai tial ſeparation; and after mentioning the 


juſt cauſe of ſuch as withdraw from the works and wor- 
kers of darkneſs, he ſays, «I believe to ſeparate from 


theſe miſerable wretches, who are the ſcandal of our 


Church and Nation, would be for the horour of cur 


Church, as well as for the glory of Gon. And this is no 
ways e to the Profeſſion which I haye made this 


fifty years. 


* See Page 9th, 
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( 49 6 
Indeed confidering what Mr. Weſley has both ſaid and 


done it was abſolutely neceſſary to make this conceſſion. 
"This may caſt ſome light upon what is meant by the 
Conference agreeing ſeveral times not to ſeparate from the 
Church, namely an avowed ſeparation, ſo as not to admit 
Members into the Society unleſs they would leave the 
Church, which is the caſe with moſt Diſſenters if not 
all. But ſuch a ſeparation we have not pleaded for. 
What I have ever wiſhed, as well as many of my Breth- 
ren, is liberty of Conſcience, to have ſuch a Service and 
| ſuch a People as we can join in communion with, allowing 
others the ſame privilege. When any thing has been ar- 
| Sued, or voted in conference contrary to this birth-right 
of every human being, I ever gave my vote againſt it. 
Therefore wherever the ſanction of conference is brought 
in as not approving of a ſeparation, it is that general 
avowed ſeparation which will admit no Members into the 
\ Society, but ſuch as will leave the Church; and ſuch a 
ſeparation 1 will vote againſt this day. There is a paſ- 
ſage or two taken out of the laſt Journal which are not 
fairly ſtated, becauſe what is ſaid afterwards of thoſe Places 5 


ſhould be attended unto. | 
Page 7th. 1786. I went to Brentford, the Society? 1s 


; _ almoſt dwindled away. What have we 8 by ſeparat- | 


ing from the Church?” 


Anſwer. Was not the Society at Brentford almoſt 

dwindled to nothing before they ſeparated, and was not 

| that the cauſe of ſo doing? And has it not anſwered a 
valuable end? We find in the ſame Journal Mr. Weſliy's 
voice is e for he ſays, 759. Feo, 11,61 went. 
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to Brentford and fond the Society ſtill alive, and inereaſ- 
ing both in ſtrength and number.“ 
Ihe Quotation concerning Depfford has the fame Gün⸗ 


genuouineſs in it. Mr. Weſley came to Deptford, Jan. 2. 


and in his ſtrong language ſays he had got among a Den 


of Lions; that is, they ſaw the work droop and wiſhed to 
take more effectual means to revive it; and it ſeems theſe 
Lions ſoon became Lambs; for on the fifteenth day of the 
fame month he came thither and found them in peace and 


love with each other, and he granted them their reaſona- 


ble requeſt, they have had the Service in the Church hours, 


and it is now the beſt Society and Congregation i in London 


| Cir cuit, except London itſelf. 


1787. Now. 4. In Landon the Congregation was as 


uſual large and ſerious. But there is no increaſe in the 
Society; ſo that we have profited nothing by having Ser- 
vice in Church hours.” 
norance or deſign | know not. The place raferred to is 


Ihis is wrong, whether from ig- 


Darking and not Londen, nor was it on Sunday, Nov. 4+ 


but Monday Nov. 3. He te] ile you that on Sunday, Nov. 
4. the Number ct Communicants was: fo great tuat nc was 
obliged to contectaty thrice; and may 8 the Sacks. gent 
was in Church hours, J that i {cems 1 it anſwers the de- 
fin in London by the great increaſe of Communicants, 


And even in Dorking, where he was on the Monday, the 


a Congregai ion Was large and ſerious, which was no bad 


ſign, and as to the increaſe of the Society, Mr. . ey's 
ftay was fo ſhort that he could not be well acquainted with 


it; and che time of their having Service in Church hours 
| fo ſhort that no 8 — could b- expected. . 


5 hroughou 


| Throughout this Journal I have remarked, that where- 
ever the Service has been ſet up in Church hours, Mr. 
Nellen has confirmed it by having Service in thoſe places at 


- thoſe hours if he has happened to be at the place on the . 


Lord's day, yea he has begun it in one or more places 
where it never had been at thoſe hours before. 


J have now taken notice of all that is material in the | 
above pamphlet; as for the latter part called Free 


Thoughts, &c. I ſhall leave it to its own merit, that is, 


Scurrility, Impudence, and Bombait. 


It has been obſerved Mr. Weffey was educated in hip" 
Church Principles, and was firongly attached to them ti. 


Soy taught him better, He retained all the fundamen 
tal Doctrines of the Church to the end of his life; be alli, 


loved the Liturgy of the Church, for the mot part, et- 


pecially the Prayers; but he certainly was under ane 
ceſſity to act as a Diſſenter in many reſpects, or he woe! 


have done very little god, he would have been ticd hand“ 


and foot. But that he ated as a Diſſenter is certain, and 


| he is obliged tacitly to acknowledge it in ſever: inſtances.” 


Indeed the Cannons“ require fo ſtrict obedience from every 


Clergyman to their Ordinary, that almoſt every ſtep Mr. 


Weſley has taken has been in oppoſition thereunto. 
Let one Canon ſpeak for many, Canon 12. e 
ever ſhall affirm, that it is lawful for any ſert of AMiniſters- 


or Lay Perjons to make Rules, Orders, and Conjtitutions, in 
Cauſes Eccigſiaſtical without the King's Authority, and foal 


| fubmit to be ruled and governed by them, let him be excom- 
municaied 1pio facto and not reſtored but only by the Arch- 


biſhop after his repentance and public revocation of bis wick--- 
ed Error. Thus we ſee that Mr. JZejley was liable to u 


moit terrible excommunication, for he made Rules with- 
out the King's Authority. | ; 
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18, By preaching in all parts of England, both in the 


open air and in houſes, wichout licence from any Biſhop or 
Ar chbiſtop, NY 


2d. By erecting Societies, independent of the Biſhops, and 
bymging them under Rules and Diſcipline of his own. 


34. By having Chapels built, and preaching and admi- 


niſtering the Lord's Supper in them without their being 


conſecrated, 


4th. By admitting men to preach who were not t ordain- = 


ed by a Biſhop; calling a Synod every year, and calling 


every Preacher to an account concerning his Conduct and 
Doctrine, and then appointing them their deſlination the 
_ enſuing year; ſending them into all parts of the Land, 
yea and into other Lands alſo; a more extenſive Juriſdie- 


tion than any Biſhop ever on amed, except t the Her of 


| Rome. 8 8 
5th. By formally or Aaining men, not only to preach; but 
alſo, to adminiter the ordinances of Baptiſm and che 


| Lord's 


Supper. 
th. By conſtantly preaching and Ace dug the 


: Lord's Supper in hole Piſſenting Chapels i in Spzttle-fi . 
est. Areet, and the City-read, when in London. 

II all this does not make a man a Diſſenter, it is. hard to 
tell what does. 


Nay I will appeal to all the Univerſities 


in Criftendom, and to all the Divines and Civilians in the 
Land, and if they will not announce Mr. HN and all the 
preachers 1 in connection with him Difſenters, 1 will promiſe 
8 to preach no more. | 
| Nay, we cannot preach but as Diſſenters, we are e liable 
to a fine, and the Houſes in which we preach are liable to 


($3 


be fined as well as our hearers without being licenced, yea 
and licenced as Diſſenters; nay, Mr. Veſtey himſelf was 
liable to this, and ſo is every Clergyman who goes beyond 
the bounds of his Jurisdiction. It was but a little before 

Mr. Veſey's death that he knew all this, and admired the 
Providence of Gop that we have been ſo favourably dealt 
with, ſeeing matters ftood thus. That Mr. Weſley was 

thus a Diſſenter will be matter of Praiſe to thouſands, - 
that he denied himſelf to be in any wiſe fach was his | 
weakneſs, and laid him under much inconvenience; - | 


IV. I come now to pay ſome attention to a Sermon pub- 


venerable man of GOD. I wiſh J had preſerved the Co- 
laſt twenty years. However, it n ay de neceſlary to prefix 


which are only hinted 15 or dar wr veteran to in the $02-- 
lowing Letter, 


Numbers have very igrorantly b a Goſpel Miniſtry” 


— 


iſhed in the Armenian Magazine for May and June, 3790. - 
What I have principally to fay upon that Sermon, is con- 
tained in a Letter which I wrote to Mr. Veſley ſoon after 
the Sermon was publiſhed. It is the only Copy which I 
have preſerved cf any Letter. which I ever wrote to that 


pies of ſome ſcores which I have written to him during the 


a few hints which may. be explanatory of ſome things: 


analagous to the Jewiſh Prieſthood ; and hente fuch among 


we preachers as have thought it their duty to adminiſter 
XZ the Ordinances of the New Teſlament have been blamed 


for aſpiring to the Prieſthood, and have been Emdly com- 
pared to Keorah, Daiban, and Abiram. Hence I aſſert, 
that the Jewiſh Prieſthood has nothing to do with a Goſ- 
pd ys but that 1 It had its full. and final emp 


25 
—.— » 


= XRF noe DA ef norte; 


(54) 
ment in our great High Prieſt, and that the Preachers can- 
not be ſeeking that which has no exiſtence, It has heen 
_ aſſerted that our Lord has formed the New Teſtament 
Church in its worſhip and ordinances, after the model of 
the Old: this is denied in the Letter. Some have con- 
demned our Brethren for being ſelf-righteous, becauſe 
they ſcrupled tc join in communion with notorious and im- 
penitent Sinners, and have objected to them that Text, 
I/a. Ixv. 5. © Stand by thyſelf, I am holier than thou.” 
In the Letter I obſerve, we might as well be blamed for 
refufing improper perſons admittance into our Love Feaſts. 
Some years ago it was debated in the Conference, 
whether we ſhould not adminiſter the Lord's Supper to 
fuch as objected going to Church, ſome few Preachers: | 
were agaivſt it; Mr. Weſley was more moderate, and 
thought the time was not yet come, and that we ſhould 1 
follow the openings of Providence. One thing brought 
on another, ſo that ſome enquired if the Preachers had a 
right to adminiſter the Ordinances; J appealed to Mr. 
Weſley whether he could find any ſuch thing in Scripture, 
or in the whole compaſs of Church Hiſtory, that men 
who allowed the neceſſity of the New Teſtament Ordi-. 
nances, being called to preach tile Goſpel, yea, to give 
| their whole time to the Work, and to have no right to ad 
miniſter thoſe Ordinances. i do not remember him ever 
being at fo great a Joſs for an anſwer. He ingenuouſly: 
_ confeſſed he did not recolle& any ſuch thing. But he 
Immediately added, here is a new thing in the Earth, Gon: 
carries on his Work by men who do not adminiſter the 
- Ordinances, This circumſtance is the. thing referred te 
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where I fay, * Itis a new thing, utterly unknown to the 


Apoſtles, but it is no better for that.“ 
All the high Churchmen build much upon their Fus 


Divinum, or their divine right, This fable, as Mr. We/- 


ley juſtly calls it, is founded upon the notion of the unin- 


terrupted ſucceſſion, (down from the Apoſtles to the pre- 


ſent Biſhops) a circumitance which, if allowed, mult give 
no ſmall weight in the Scale of Popery. But whatever 


plea the Papiſts may have in that immagination, ſurely 
it will not become Proteſtants to make uſe of it, ſeeing 


that when they abjured a Popiſh Fus Divinum, they 


could only adopt a Jus Humanum, except what they can 


derive from the Oracles of Gov. The Fus Divinupe | 


has been a moſt terrible engine of perſecution, both in 
the hands of Papiſt, Churchmen, and even Preſbyterians; 
for it is very remarkable, that during the little time the 
Preſbyterians mounted the Saddle in England, their heads 


got turned by the Jure Divine, that they were deter min- 


ed 10 adopt it allo; and upon this deſpotic, perſecuting' 
principle, their ſojiemn League and Covenant is formed, 
and it was one of their capi.al objections againſt Crom 
bell, that he would not abet them therein. This is Mil 

a farther proof to me that all National Religions have! 


been National Tvrannies, even among what have been 
called Chriſtiuns, whether they be called Papiſts, Church-' 
men, or Preibyterians. And mutt the fingers of a fer 
poor Methodilts be itching to pluck the ſame bloody 


Fruit! Mult they ſet up an Image and ſummon all the” 


Provinces to bow down-to it? Let them look at the lines 


gqucted in the 9th Page. er them enjoy their privileges. 
; with 


. 


— 


j 
| 
j 


18 


with thankfulneſs, without putting a yoke upon their 
necks. Will they imitate the unbelieving Jews, of whom 
it is ſaid, rhey tempted Go b, and limited the Holy One of 
Jrael.“ And is not lacing up men's Conſciences with 
poſitive dogmas, a tempting God, a limiting the Holy One BY 
of lijrael? ls it not ſaying to the Almighty, hitherto ſhalt 
thou go and no farther; and here ſhall thy Omnipotent 
Hand be ſtayed! is ſuch a ſpirit or procedure becoming 
poor worms of the Earth? I would afk our angry Bre- | 
thren, how would they like it, ſuppoſing they were con- 


ſtrained to leave the Church? Would they take it pati- 


ently? Would they not think ! it a kardilup?. But to re- 
turn from this digteſſion. 

Mr. Weſley calis the vain notion of aninterrupted * 

ceſſion a Fable; he may well ſay fo. Any one who has 


read the Hiſtory of the Popes or Councils will do the _ 
ſame: For there have been two, three, yea four Popes 


at a time, and each of their parties fighting for them, and 
the party that prevailed bore away the triple Crown, till 
a ſtronger, or more crafty Competitor, with a battle- axe, 
or poiſon, made him give way. Such is the Tus Divinum,, 
and juch is the uninterrupted ſucceſſion; a bloody foun- 
tain which has ſent out bloody ſtreams in all directions. 
This being the caſe, every man is called to prove his 

üövine right from the Bible; and if fo, the man who can 
| prove his cavine right to Preach the Goſpel from the. 
Bible, will prove his divine right to adminiſter every 
Ordinance in the New Teſtament. Alſo he may put o 
2 Surplice, a Gown, a Rochet, or a Fool's Coat and Cap 


„ Plan lexviii. 4a, 
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100 if he pleaſe, provided that he comes honefily by it. 
Let the Preacher have Grace, Gifts, and Fruit of his 


labour, and ſuch an one will be found an able Miniſter of 
the New Teſtament, a workman whom Cop will nonour, 
and will prove himſelf as realy called of Gop to be a 


Miniſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt, as Aaron was called or | 


God to be the High Prieſt of Iſrael of old. 
The judicious Reader will ſee in the following Lettve 
ſome things hinted which have been pretty largely treat- 


ed of before; but his candour il excuſe that, as there 
is a kind of neceſſity fer it. Ine enutuing Letter will be 
one proof from ſome hundreds of my undiſguited deal- 


ings with that venerabie Servant of the Moſt high, 
and may anlwer ine liberal remarks of ſome who alk - 


% What can ey not let Mr. Veſley be cold in Lis grave 
before the, vow off the maſk and deſtroy all that has 
been doing theſe fifty years??? 1 had no maſk to throw 
off, 1 had no temptation to put one on; 1 am endeavour-. 
ing to do in my little way what he has been doing theſe 
fifty years, namely calling Sinners to repentance, com» 


forting Mourners, building up Believers, by preaching 
the Goſpel, adminiſtering Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 


per, viſiting the Sick, &c. &c. Many of my Brethren, 
whoſe praiſe Is. in the Churches, mean to do the fame, 


To the Reverend Joun WesLzy, 


Hull, my 29th, 1 0. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 7 9 


I beg leave to offer you a few 1000 free enn on 
your Sermon from Heb. v. 4. and as I ſincerely rever- 


ence you above all men under che Sun, 1 never wilh to 


ſay, 
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ſay, or write any thing that would grieve you; ind if 1 
here ule great plainneſs, I entreat you to read it with 
patience. You very juitly obſerve, that ſuch as object 
this Text againſt Men preaching, who are not ordained 
by a Biſhop, miſtake its meaning.- 


Indeed they do, 
for it has no kind of reference, or connection with a Goſ- 
pel Miniſtry at all, and I am forry that you bring it in 


for that purpoſe, in the latter part of your Sermon, almoſt 
in the very ſame ſcnſe that the writers you oppoſe do. 
Indeed, Sir, the whole diſpenſation of the Levitical Prieſt- 
hood ended when our great High Prieſt entered the 
holy place, not made with hands, after he had purged our 
Sins, and was ſat down on the right hand of Gop, Nor 
do I find the New Teſtament authorize us to call any 2 
Office among men by the name of Prieſthood. We do 
; not find the leaſt trace of it among the Apoſtles. Nay, 


to put an end to that, the true, real High Prieſt, did not 


| ſpring from the Tribe of Levi, from whence the Prieſts 
could only be choſen, but from the Tribe of Judah, from 
which Tribe no man gave attendance at the Altar. 
Therefore I utterly deny any Prieſthood 1 in being among 
men, except that made mention of, 1 Peter ii. 9,—ot 
_ courſe the Preachers cannot ſeek that which is aboliſhed _ 
and remains no more; therefore confounded be the man, 
or men, who take upon them the honour which belongs 
5 only to the Man Chriſt Jeſis. So far was cur Lord | 
from modelling the New Leſtament Church at er t..at of 
the Old, that he refuſed to be of the Tribe of Levi, and 
cChoſe tue T ribe of Judah; nor has he, nor any of tne 


Apoſtles, retained one name belonging do the Oitices of 
the Old T eltament Service, Sweep chat of Mutter, a 


very 
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very general Term. I cannot agree with you, Sir, in 
the manner in which you diſtinguiſh between Paſtor and 
Evangeliſt, You fet the Paſtor over the Evangeliſt; 
Whereas, if there were any preeminence it was in the 

Evangeliſt. You ſeem to intimate, that the Evangeliſt 
was only a kind of an ee the paſtor; indeed, Sir, 
that cannot be, What was the Office of Timothy? was 

he not an Evangelilt? ſo the Apoſtle intimates, do zhe 
| ework of an Evangelit—and was Timothy no more than 
an aſſiſtant to a Paſtor? (which I realy think was ſome- 


what analagous to what we call a local Preacher) nay, 


Sir, you know Timothy appointed thoſe Paſtors or Eld- 
ers, therefore his ſtation could not be inferior to theirs, 
Timothy had it in charge to watch over thoſe Paſtors, 
both as to their Life and Doctrine, and was to be care- 
ful who he admitted into that Office. Titus was another 

Evangeliſt, and is ſaid to have appointed thoſe Paſtors 
or Elders as he paſſed through the Crates; but Titus was 
not inferior to thoſe Paſtors which he himſelf lind ap- 
- pointed or ordained. Moreover, il any attention is to be 

paid to tae order in which che Apoſtle has arranged theſe 


different Oſtices in the Church, the Evang-lifts were 


| ſuperior to Paſtors, Eph. iv. 10. If the Paſtors had a : 
right to adminiiter Ordinances, ſurely the Evar geliſts 
had a right to do the ſame. With regard to the term, 
called of Gov, I am fully perſuaded that no man ought 
to take upon him the honour of preach ng or admi:iiter-_ 
ing the Ordinances, but he that is called of Ged; if he 
does he is an Innovator. My call in that matter coſl me 
many a Fare, lolemn a hour, and as 1 was Preſſed i in ſpi- 


rit, 
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rit, I durſt do no other, I was really conftrained; the 
word of God was as a fire ſhut up in my bones, and it was 


- nothing leſs than Woe unto me if I preach not the Goſ- 
pel,“ and I am ſtill under the ſame burden, I cannot get 
from under it, or I ſhould many times, but I dare not; 
for I verily believe I ſhould periſh if I did. Now, Sir, 


I always did, and ſtill do, look upon preaching the Goſ- 


pel, to be a work far ſuperior to that of Adminiſtering the 
Ordinances, the man requires better abilities. We ſay 


in the minutes, he muſt not only have Grace, but Gifts, 


yea and Fruit too; and, dear Sir, point me out the place, 
or the man in the New Teſtament, who had a Commiſſion 
to do the greater Work, and no power to do the leſs. But 
you ſay © herein Gop has wrought a new thing in the 
Earth —viz. in appointing men to preach and debarring 
them the power of adminiſtering the Ordinances. Truly it 
is a new thing, utterly unknown to the Apoſtles; but is it 
any better for that? It is a new thing, but it is not the 
Lord's doing, though it be marvellous in our eyes. As 
for ſomething like this obtaining in the Church of Scot- 


land, it is very true it does; but thoſe young men are only 


a kind of Probationers upon trial. I need not tell you, 
Sir, that there are no Pluraliſts in the Church of Scot- 
land; every Pariſh has its own Miniſter, and every Miniſ- 
ter adminiſters the Lord's Supper to his own flock, and 
that they have., that Ordinance very ſeldom, and at thoſe 
times a number of neighbouring Miniſters ſtep in and 
afiſt them, ſo that there is no occaſion for thoſe Candi- 


ates to exerciſe in that capacity; but as ſoon as a Miniſ- 


der dies, one of theſe ſteps into his place, but that caſe 
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diger widely from the matter in hand. Dut now, deat. 


Sir, in what Iam going to ſay, have patience with me— 
Suppoſe I ſay Mr. I e/ley is a Diſſenter from the Church 


of England, I ſhall ſay truly. By the Church of England 


every body ſuppoſes you to mean the whole Hierarchy as 
it is by law eſtabliſhed, not only in its Doctrines, but in its 
Government and Diſcipline, as containing a part of the 
Legiſlative Power, in the Civil State, as governed by 
Archbiſhops, &c. then, my dear Sir, are not vou a Diſ- 
ſenter when you preach and adminiſter the Lord's Supper 
in the New Chapel at London, or the Preaching Houſe at 
Briſtol, or Leeds? None of theſe places are conſecrated, 
no Biſhop has any Juriſdiction over them: there are 
Churches enough, and empty enough, both at London and 
Bristol, yet you do not attend any of them, except vou 
are defired to preach in them. Is not this Diſfenting? 
Lou call a Conference once a year, you admit men inta 
the Miniſtry, fo I call preaching the Goſpel—you appcint 

men their {tations in that Work, and call them to an ac 

count for their Doctrine and Conduct; you fend them all 

over the three Kingdoms, and into Foreign Parts, a widen 

Province than the Archbiſhop of Canterbury has, and I 
heartily with it may be much wider {il!; but all this you 

cannot do as a Miniſter of the Church of England; you 


are not a Biſhop in that connection? no Biſhop has ſuch 


power, therefore neither do they, nor can they deligate 
ſuch Power to you; therefore herein vou mult act as a 
Diſſenter. Nay, Sir, you kave formally ordained men 
to adminiſter the Ordinances, and this you muſt have 
done as a Diſſenter it cannot be denied. You ſay in 2 5 
former Magazine, namely, Jan. 1786, For theſe forty 


Jears 1 avs been in doubt concerning the Dueftion e What 
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#vedience is due to Leathenifſh Priefls aud Mitred Inſidels 5 


But I bope, Sir, your doubts are now at an end; for it 
' ſeems, in the above inſtances, you have given them up: 
but if any lll remain, ſufer me to aſk, Do you, Sir, real- 
ly believe that theſe Heatheriſh Pri % and NMitred Infidels 
are called of Gov, as was Haren, or St. Faul, or Peter? 


Do you think St. Peter or Paul would have laid hands on 


ſuch men? I am glad you give up the Fable of the unin- 


terrupted Sueceſſion; if fo, what is all this flir of our 
« moſt excellent and Apoſtolical Church” for? I think 


fincerely as you ſay, viz. that you are a Scriptural Biſhop 


as much as any man in Erglarnd or Europe; ard I will 


add, I believe you more ſo than any man in Europe 


but then, my dear Sir, who made you a Biſhop? for you 


are not made ſo by man. Was it not the great Shepherd 


and Biſhop of Souls? And why has he made you a 


Biſhop? that you may in every ſenſe of the word magnify 


your Office. At preſent, the Methodiſts are divided into 


chree Parties: one is vehement for the Church, and is 
ſor compelling others to be the ſame. Theſe are turbu- 
lent and heady, and if they had power, would drive all 


Diſſenters out of the World. Theſe are ringing the 
Changes a thouſand times in your ears, What you have 


{aid and written in times paſt, crying out. like Doctor 
Sacheverell the Canger the Church is in. A ſecond 


Party are in a ſort neuter, and think little about the mat- 


ter, and ſeem for the ſtrongeſt fide. A third Party are 
ſoch as wiſh to have ſice liber ty of Cen? cience, and. are 
quite willing that others ſh ould have the lame, : and would 


by no means put their Brethren from them, becauſe they 


chuſe to go to Church, and wheſe {p! rits J have ſeen 
different from the former, as hes 8 18 from darlincſs. 


Now, ; 


— wh, LHs/ 


« Wwe „ ined 


every body come to our Love Feats? Is it not becra!e 


having the Ordinances? Dil tney ever prot 


wat I call a Toleration nee: 4 make us 
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Now, Sir, which of theſe have the oreateſt right on their 
fide? Whoſe ſpirit do you apyrove ? Winch is the Tor 
moſt conſiſtent with the Goſpel? _ | 
I think we are in a very unſettled condition, and which 


ever it ſnall pleaſe Gon to call you away, it appears to 


me there will be great confuſion, and ſuch as defire to 
draw away Diſciples after them will have, I think, a fair 
opportunity which might now be prevented. 

1 dont ſee that Text in 1/aiah,—Stand by thyſelf, Jam 
holier than thou, has any thing to do in regulating Church 
Diſcipline,  Certaialy care ſhould be taken who are al- 
mitted to the Lord's Supper without ſubjecting them who 
are thus careful to that odium, or elſe why don't we let 


14 


we are ſure they would do them more harm than good. 
Do the Nethodiſts in America thrive any worle for 


per ſo veil. 
as they do at preſent? O Sir! much depends upon yon! 


in this matter, God has wrought a great Work in the 


Earth through your means, and you may ſti be the hab- 
Py means of perpetuatiag it. I don't ſes that oiy ing: 
any more a diſtink 
ſect, than what we are, or drive us into Deſerts or Hermi- 

ages No, it will prevent that, it would cut off all oc 
caſion of Separation, and lay a foundation for a lafling 
Union. Pardon, dear Sir, tue 'ength of this Letter, and 
believe me, with the greateſt fincerity, to be your aFce- | 
tionate Son in the Goſpel, : 


PT Tarion. 


To what is re ks TY in GR * Teuer I lk 
obſerve Aaron pleaded no lineal ſucceſſion, he Was "po 
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pointed of Gov. to his work; fo is every Miniſter of 
Chrit, Jie is really moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take 
that Office and Miniſtry upon him; and no man taketh 
tits honour vpon kimſelf, but he that is called of Gop 
to the Office of a Miniſter, as a aron was to be a Prieſt. 
Put that Haren's Prieſthood has nothing to do with the 
Miniltry of the Goſpel, is plain from ſeveral circum- 
Tt; ANCCS, | | | 

iſt. The nature of the two Offices. Aaron was nos 
called to preach the Goſpel, nor did he ever do it. The 


r principal parts of his Office were to offer Sacrifice and 
Incenſe; ard to ſprinkle the blood upon the Mercy Seat, 


and thereby make Interceſſion for the people with Prayers 
and Supplications, and therein was a type of our ever 


adorable High Prieſt. But the Miniſter of the Goſpel is 


to preach the glad tidings of Salvation in the name of his 


Saviour, to all the human race; to point them to the Lamb 
of God, who taketh away the Sins of the World. 


To lend them to his open fide, 
The Sheep for whom the Shepherd 1'd, 39. 


He has nothing to do with the ſlaying of animals, or 


ſprinkling of blood; but to ſet forth the victim already: 
Cain, the blood of ſprinkling which ſpeaketh better things 
than that of Abel. Even in the ordinance of Baptiſm, he 


muſt not ſorget that precicus blood which purgeth the 
Conſcience from dead Works to ſerve the living and true 
God. In the ſacred Supper he eats and drinks in remem- | 
brance that Chriſt died for him; and to all who may com- 

municate with him he ſets forth the Land death until he 
come. 


The different manner in which: the Jewiſh High 


pael, aud the Wen Miniſter are introduced into their 


| reſ os 


ugs 
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true 
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_ eſſentially necefiary thereunto; 
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reſpective Offices, plainly evidences the difference in 


thoſe Omces, and that one had no reference to the other. 


In the inducting Aaron into his Office, there were ſeveral 
victims to be ſlain, and their blood to be ſprinkled upon 


him; and likewiſe the oil of conſecration compounded ac- 
cording to divine appointment; and the different gar- 


ments, and other circumſtances were minutely and cir- 
| cumftantially pointed out, and nothing in t! 1 ceremonial 


to be ommitted.“ 


In the ordaining of the Miniſter of Chriſt all that pomp ; 
is laid afide; nor do 1 apprehend the laying on of hands 
if it had our Lord would 


undqubtedly have laid his blefled hands on his Apoſlles, 


He gave them their commiſſion in great ſimplicity, and yet 
with great ſublimity. Hear how it runs, And Zej/us cam? 
and jpake unto them, ſaying, all power is given unto me. Co 


ge and reach. all natic:s, baptizing them in the name of ie 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gheſt: Teachiauęg 


te to other ve all things whatjaever 1 bunte commanded 


} 


you and lo, { am with you alway, even urio the end of th. 2 
, Weld. Here is majeſty, and yet {mpiicity becoming the 
Son ef the Mot High; and alſo that Goſpel w. hich is 
preached to the poor; and which is the power of Gov an- 


to an endleſs life. | | 
3. Every Prieſt was not only to be of a certain tribe, but 


alſo of a certain family. None muſt preſume to come nigh. 
the Altar, but the family of Aaren, for it is often repeat- 


ed, Aud the ftr anger that drawerth nigh bl be put tc dent, 


"But the Miniſter of the Goſpel may be of: any family, na- 
ion or country; it makes no matter neither of what coun- 
e Pg” + 


See xxviui Exodus throughout. 
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Gy 
try, or kiadred, or colour he may be; he may be Jew or | 
Greek, bond or free, provided the ſpirit of the Lord be 

upon him for his Work. Oaly 1 would obſerve, that 
homſoever our Lord ſends forth he qualifies for the 

Work; he never ſends thoſe to preach who cannot preach; 
zor does he ſend ignorant or ungodly men to preach. 
Such have not his commiſſion, 

4. The Jewiſh Prieſt was to offer Sacrifices no where 
but in Jeruſalem; it was ſaid, to be the place which the 
Lord chess to put his name there, and thither all the Sacri- 
fices were to be breught.* But the Minifter of Jeſus is 
to go into all the Heorld; and as far as in his power lies 
to preach the Goſpel to every creature. They were to 
preach re pentance and remiſſion of an among all nations, 5 
begimüng at Jeruſalem. | 
5. The Levuical Prieſthood was but foe a Junited time, 
and then finally to ceaſe. But a Goſpel Miniſtry, and 
conſequently Goſpel Miniſters, mult abide till the finat _ 
diſſolution of the World; and their Maiter has promiſed 
to be with them alu ay ever wnto the end of the World. 
A precious declaration indeed. O may I, and my dear 
flow labourers; feel it always accompliſhed in us, and by 
us, till we fivifh our courſe with triumphant joy. Thus I 
him it futtic aently, appears that a Goſpel Miniſtry has : 
nothing to do with the Levitical Priefthood, and. there- 
Fore that text in the Hebrews f is quite foreign to the ſer- 
vice it is often preſſed into. And even admi:t ing it had 
any 12ference to a Goſpel Miniſter, [ think it would ex 
lade great numbers who, with very great impropriety, 
object that pailage to the itinerant Preachers. Let them 
-govhcer the character of Aaron: he held cloſe ſellovſhip 


- | | Ki 
Dent, xl. 5, 6. * 
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with Gop, and received a commiſſion from his Maker to 
go to Pharaoh, King of Egypt, long before he was ap- 
pointed to the Office of High Prieſt.F Aaron was, in the 
general tenor of his no harmleſs, and undefi- 
| led; and hence he is ſtiled, 


e Saint of the Lord.t But 
does this ſuit the condition of thouſands who are called, 


Clergy ? Will their conduct bear any ſuch deſcription in 


any tollerable qualified ſenſe of the wor]? Had Aaron 


been of the claſs of thouſands, who, in modern language, 


are ſtiled, Buc ks and Bloods; had he been a Racer, a 


Wencher, a Dicer, or Carder; had he been a Tavern- 
hunter, a Coffee-houſe Rake, a frequenter of Play-houſes, 
ignorant of Gop, and a real deſpiſer of experimental Re- 
ligion, we ſhould never have read of his being called of 
Gon to be a High Prieſt, he would never have had the 
honour of being a cype of ths. great High Prieſt of our 


Salvation. 


With regard unto the Charch: what mere 18: ſo mak | 


uae about; who vindicate her Doctrines more than we 


do? And this we would do within their own walls if they 
| would permit us. On the other hand, how many thouſands, 


yea, J might ſay, millions, in England, who do not come 


to the Church once in a quarter of a year, but are ſpend- 
ing the ſacred day either in pleaſure or buſineſs? 1 ſhould. 
really think theſe are the Diſſenters, though they call 
themſelves Churchmen. Look at the general tribe of 
Drunkards, Revellers, Sabbath-breakers, Proflipates of . 
all deſcriptions; yet I dare ſays ninety-nine in the hun- 


dred of them call themieives Churchmen. I really think 


| my Bible calls me to come out from among them, and w. 


be 


+ Exedus iv. 27. f flu evi. 16. 
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be ſeparated from them, ſo that I may not be a karaker 
of tazir evil de: ds. 
1 would ſay, to all the Methodiſts, who deem it their 5 
duty to go 10 Church, beware of a perſecuting Spirit; 
and beware of every thing which wears the appearance of 
- compulſion; it ſtrongly indicates, that if ſuch had bonds 
and impriſonments at their command, they would put 
them in force againſt ſuch as differ from them. What 
harm is done you? Is your eye evil becauſe Gop is good? 
No oneenvies you the good which you get at the Church. 
But, my Brethren, would you be willing to be compelled 
to leave the Church? Would you not think it very hard? 
Think then for your Brethren, who have their reaſons for 
not going thither. Beſides, in all ſuch caſes, violent op- 
poſition always defeats its own intention, No one acts 
freely contrary to the judgment he has formed cf a thing; 


and remember, here the Spirit 
| Liberty. 


of the Tard ts there is 


Loet ſuch as are willing to avail themſeves of their pri- 
| vileges, and whoſe cauſe this Pamphlet pleads, be humble 

and thankful. They have no temptation now to be car- 
ried alcut with divers and flrange Dacirines, eel: g an 5 

open door is ſet before them; and as no man cat: fiot it, 
let them be careful they do not ſhut it againſt t 2CMIELVES, . 
Let them uſe their Liberty and not abuſe it. Let 

8 them conſider, that where much 15 given much i is re- 
quired. It might be well not to wrangle with ſuch as 
_ think differently from them; in ſuch caſcs few people are 
convinced by argument; the mind is too pcflitive to yield N 
« to reaſon's g immering ray,“ time and patience W! 


diſcover what words cannot. It may ſeem unreacnable, 


chat any worm of che Earth ſhould Rue to hay e demini- 


0h: 


6 69 


on over your faith, aud to lord it over your Conſciences; 
and 1 it is ſtill more provoking when inſult is joined with 


tyranny, when their objections are delivered in a haughty, 


ſurly, dictatorial ſtile. Nevertheleſs, remember, that a 
toft anſwer turns away wrath, and bear it patiently for a 
Teaion, and Gop will in due time give them to ſee the 


truth as it is in Jeſus. 


V. I hall now briefly addreſs myſelf to my Brethren in 


the Miniſtry, and more eſpecially t to my Seniors and 
coevals.. 


— 


Aly dear F ow. e ers, 


Vie ſee the grateful returns which we receive from many 


aſter a long ſeries of labours and difficulties, after leaving 
every thing which was near unto us, and whatever talents 


any of us might poſſeſs either natural or acquired, either 
for honourable or profitable depai tments in life. Num- 


bers of you, as well as myſelf, have been in mobs and tu- 


mults; in hunger and cold; in contempt and ſcorn; in 
wearineſs and prinfulneſs, not having any certain dwelligg- 
place; often glad to lau wearv body down in any poorcot- 
| and what is cur recompence from. 


fag? that was open ton: 


many, who ander Gop owe their all on Laith to us? and if 
they had not been called cf Gop by our Mipiſtry, might 


£111 have remained in their original poverty and contempt, 
yen in the open road to everlaſing ruin and miſery ; 1 lay, 
what is our reward? Do they eſteem us highly in love for 
our Work's ſake? Are they giving that Scriptural ob- di- 


ence which the word of Gop requirs? Are they trving, 
to make the latter ſtages of a laborious life more eaſy and 
comfortable to us? Are they trying to profit by our re 
mature and advanced labours of love? Ah, No! We muſt 
? i e N 
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9 
now ſubject ourſelves to their dogmas without Scripture or 
reaſon; we molt do worſe than idle our time in ſpending 
the beſt part of the Lord's Day in fitting under men W] 


neither preach nor live the Goſpel! We muſt ſanction un- 
_ ſeriptural Doctrines, by our tacid approbation, as well as 


their unholy converſation. We maſt deny our call to the 
Miniſtry, renouncing ſome eſlential bianches of it; we mutt 

reject tne very privileges of Engliſhmen; we mult ſuffer 
many whom we have called together, to be put to very 
great inconveniencies, both in reſpect to cur timesofpreach- 
ing to tͤem, ad alſo be denied the privilege of either 
taking the Oi Jinances ourletves, or adminiſtering them 


to ſuch as Gov has given us as Seals to our Miniſtry ; and 


if we be unwi! ling to renounce cur call, we muſt have ca- 


lumny, lies, and contempt, caſt upon us; ſcurrilous Pam- 


phlets muſt be ſought out and reprinted; we muſt be annex- 


ed to blank names, or coupled with Buc&/z Beggars; tha: is, 
like our Predeceſſ Tors be counted the filth of the World, 
and the pfecouring or 'all things. : 1 hin nct this ſtrange . 


wat Ss 


' when you read the Epiſile to the Corinthians and Galatians, 


But I af you who eſteem you moſt, or who are moſt key 
to profit by your MMinidry? thoſe who look : pon you-as a: 


5 ſet of overbearing intruders, or thoſe who receive you as 


the choſen and tent of Gop, and who ovn vod as their 
Fathers 1 in the Lord? The one are Wali ng to make your 


lives comfortable, aud give fail ſanction to your mien, 
_ owning you as the hiniſters of Chrit; the ether uſe every 
means to depreſs and mortify you, preferring any ignorant 
ungodly Sinner to you, it he 15 called a Ulergymanz and, 
in ſhort, not allowing you to be Minifters at all. Which. 
of theſe act molt agreeable to the word of Gop ? The 
one deſire to fit under your b liniſtry at the moſt conveni- 


ent 
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ent time, that their hungry Souls may be fed wich the 


rich truths of the Goſpel; the other will prefer the hearing 
of that which is neither Law nor Goſpel. Ihe one with. 


to receive the ſacred Symbols of your Saviour's paſſion 
from your hands; the other look upon it as highly pre- 
ſumptuous in you to handle them. 

If any of you are not ſatisfied that it is your duty to 45 


miniſter the Ordinances, or think there is no neceſſity for 


you to do ſo, beware of condemuing, or even judging, 
your Brethren, who think otherwiſe. Their doing of it 


does you no harm, becauſe it takes nothing from you, 
They preach the ſame Chriſt, the ſame Faith, the ſame 


Hope, the ſame Love, the ſame plain, unerring way to 
Heaven. Many of them have born the burden and the 


heat of the day, and have not laboured in vaia. Gop has 
honoured, and ll dees honour them; yea, he honours 
them in the very means which ſome ſo warmly oppoſe; 
that very circumſtance ſhould ſlence oppoſition, and ought. 


to make every one careful what they do or ſay, leſt they 


ſhould be found fighting againſt Gop, When John the 
Paptiſt ſent to our Lord to know if he were the Chriſt, 
our Saviour gave no other anſwer than that of appealing 
to his works; Saying, Go and tell John the thi nos avhich 
ye hear and fee. The Blind receive their fight, aud the Lame 
avaik ; the Lea pers are cleanſed, and the Deaf hear ; tle 
Dead are raiſed, and the Poor have the Gojpel preached to 


them: and blrſjed is be, whoſoever ſpall nos be offended in me.“ 


] apprekend this anfver was ivihcient both for Jeon and 
thoſe who were ſent by him. In like manner he anſwered 


by 


tie Scribes and Phariſees; ie <vorits æubich the Faiber 
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e of me. The man that was born blind adopted the- 


: ſame mode of reaſoning when the Jews objected, that 
Chriſt was a Sinner. Whether he ve a Sinner or xo, ſaid he, 
: know not: one thing TI know, that whereas 1 WAS blind, 


now I fee, —Why herein is a marwvellous thing, that ye know 


not whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes.] Saint 
Paul made uſe of the ſame argument to ſuch as began to 


call in queſtion his authority. The ſale of my Apoſ2leſhip 
are yea in the Lord.y The teſt of true or falſe Prophets 


is, By their Fruits ye ſhall know them, Is not this a grand 
criterion to which we have always appealed to ſuch as ob- 


ject to our miſſion as Preachers? to wit, Sinners being 
ſaved. Has not Mr. We/ley laid much fireſs upon this 
when pleading our cauſe? Look over his Journals and 
Appeals carefully again. Is not this one proof by which 
we judge of our Preachers being called to their work? We 
enquire, Have they Grace? Giſts? And have they F ruit? 


Now we appeal to matter of ſact in the preſent caſe. Is 


there no Fruit of preaching in Church hours? Have none | 
been awakened and converted to Gop ? I believe we can 
call forth many witneſſes. Have none been converted 


while we have been adminiſtering the Lord's Supper or 
Paptiim? We can bring witneſſes for the truth of this allo, 


Now if Gop be for us, why ſhould our Brethren be againſt | 


us? It locks a little odd, that we muſt go the ſame ground 
over again, and combat our Brethren with the very ſame 


weapons wich which we have. been bag the World lo 


long. 


1 have afir rmed, that S! nners h ave 3 ed ad 


converted by preaching in Church hours, and by adminiſ- 


tering the Ordinances; and have we any reaſon to think. 
that 


f Jobn v. 36. 4 Jeln ix. 25. zi. 81 Cor. ix, 2. 


— —— — —— — ß 


Mat theſe poor Souls would have been convinced and con- 
verted, if their had been no Service at thoſe Seaſons? J 


take it for granted, you are no Calviniſts, and therefbre 
don't believe thoſe Sinners would have been convinced or 
converted at thoſe very cimes, whether they were in the 


way of duty or no. The good that is done upon Earth 


it is Goo that does it; and if Gop ſets his ſeal to his own 


Work, who can ſay to him, hat deft thou? Let me en- 


treat you, my Brethren, not to ſtand in the way of Sinners 
beware how you raiſe prejudice in our way, directly or in- 
directly; if you don't chuſe to join vs, don't ſtand in our 


way; leave the matter in Gop's hands, he will maintain 


his own cauſe, We do not ſeek to head any party, but to 


help on the work of Gop; to keep thoſe Sheep in the fold 


| which we have with much toil and labour ſought in the 


wilderneſs. For how many thouſands have been driven 5 


away from us, for want of opening a fold for them? nor 
only driven from us, but J fear driven from God, by firs + 
hearing one ſtrange wind of Doctrine and then another, 


and which have proved ſo many back ways into the World 


again. It has often been grief of heart to me, and much 


heavineſs of mind, to ſee how ſuch have, by that means, in. 


proceſs of time, forſaken the Lord, the fountain of living 


water, and are now, alas, faſt aſleep again. When I would 
have reaſoned with ſome, they have ſaid, you drive us from 
you; you will not preach to us at thoſe times which are 


| convenient for us to bring our families; nor will you bap- 
tie our Children; nor will you adminiſter the Lord's 


Supper to us; and therefore you cannot blame us if we 
ſeek out help for ourielves.” Conſider, this is a fort of 
reaſoning which is not eaſily anſwered. Let us attentive- 
ly conſider, that Concience is an aw ful thing to trifle with, 
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nor ought we to put any force upon the Conſcience of ano- 
ther; but rather let us become all things to all men, {o 
that we may ſave ſome. 
And you, my Brethren, who deem it your duty to make 
full proof of your Miniſtry, and to keep and adminiſter the 
Ordinances, as they are delivered to us in the Oracles of 
Gop; I make no doubt but you have weighed the matter 
attentively ; you have looked both into Scripture and rea- 
ſon; you ſee that the cauſe is good in which you have em- 
| barked; and likewiſe you have counted the coſt, that you 
mult ſacrifice the favour of ſome of your friends; and ſuch 
as are not very conſcientious will not ſpare ſpeaking per- 
verſe things, or catching at every evil report to render you 
odious. That is no new thing, it is a very old plan, which 
was from the beginning, and we mult not let ſuch matters 
move us. It is to me the greater proof of your ſincerity, 
and that you have nothing ſiniſter in your conduct, no 


2 
a . 


ed to act as in the ſight of Goo. You ſee a number, a 
targe number, of precious Souls, who are calling upon you 
for help; they eſteem you as the Servants of Gop; they 
do not pour contempt upon you, they treat you as the 
Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and are willing to follow you as 
you follow your maſter; they pray for you, they ſtrength- 
en your hands, they encourage your hearts, and ſincerely 
bid you good ſpeed ia the name of God, and give you all 

the opportunity you with for to do them all the good 
which lies in your power, Moreover, Gop owns your 
undertaking, he ſets his ſeal to your labour, a happy con- 
firmation of your million, ſo that you may be encouraged 

in the bleſſed work, fearing nothing that can oppoſe. 

_ Mean-while let us treat thoſe kindly who may not think 
| K3 
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baſe, men pleaſing temper.” but that you are determin= | 
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as we do, let us give them as little offence as we can, con- 


ſiſtantly with vindicating our own conduct. There will be 


a furious party, which will, if poſſible, lord it over the 
Conſcience of their Brethren; but there are others more 


: moderate and calm, unto whom we may be uſeful, though 
they cannot altogether think as we do; they will hear us, 


and receive profit: thus may we become all things to all 


men, that we may ſave ſome. But ſuch as receive the 
Ordinances from your hands put themſelves under your 


care, and are willing to receive advice; will endure your 
admonitions, or even your well-timed reproofs, and as 
ſuch are entitled to your ſpecial care, and therefore you 


are more immediately concerned in their welfare; they _ 
-: ie your proper charge, and for whom you are more im- 
mediately accountable to the Great Shepherd, and Biſhop 
of Souls. Moreover, as you miniſter to them ſpiritual 
things, they are quite willing to miniſter to you carnal 
things, and really grudge you nothing that is comfortable 
in life. They can ſee you in a decent coat, and your 
families jn eaſy circumſtances, without any ill-natured 
reflections, deeming your happineſs a part of their own, 
Let us not drive theſe precious Souls, for whom Chriſt 
died, back into Egypt again; let us not compel them to 
hear ſtrange Doctrines, ſuch as are repugnant to the truth 
as it is in Jeſus. Our Saviour bids them beware of falſe 
' Prophets, and ſhall we drive them to hear ſuch? The be- 
loved Diſciple commands us not to bid Gop ſpeed to ſuch 


as bring falſe Doctrine, nor to receive them into our Houſes, 


and ſhall we exhort, yea, force the followers of the Lamb 
to bid God ſpeed to the Propagators of error? What a 
fearful thing, if after they have eſcaped the pollutions of the 


. orld tbr * the nn of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
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Chrip, they ſhould, through our negligence and perrerk- 


neſs, again be entangled and overcome, aud their latter end 
worſe than the beginning. Should we meet theſe in the 
way of error and ſeduction, what can we ſay to them? 
Shall we reprove them? Alas, they may retort it with 
aggrivating keenneſs upon us,—* You forced us to hear 


abroad, or a wrong way to Heaven, and now do you up- 
braid us? We took you for our guides, and you ſhould 


have known the devices of Satan, and why did you thus 
Expoſe | us? We intreated you to break the bread of life 
to us, but our intreaties were in vain; you ſhut your doors 
_ againſt us, at the moſt convenient time for us to hear 
you; and, inſtead of ſhewing us plain Scripture preof for 
your conduct, you gave us only the ſtale repetion, It 
was contrary to the old plan, and that we mult not leave 
the Church, it would give offence; and ſeeing you chuſe 
| koobey men rather than Go, let our Souls be required. | 
at your hands. | Wat think you, my Brethren, of ſuch. 

a peal as this being rung in your ears? O prevent it! 5 
. for thoſe hungry Sheep? Be not afraid of the roarings of: be 
re nor the imflammatory Epiſtles ſent up and down 8 
the Land; being ſent of God, let us make full proof of, 


our Miniſtry, Remember how our Commiſſion runs; 


80 ye all ĩnio the World; preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature; teaching and baptizing in the name of the Fa- 
der and of the Son, and of tue Holy Ghoſt. And lo, 1 
am with you alway, even tothe end of the World! N 

I am, my dear Brethren, your affectionate Brother,” 4 
| Flloervam, in eee of our never failing Im- 
med, „„ TO TAYLORS 
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